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Restructuring China's Maritime Law Enforcement: Impact on Regional Security 

-- Li Mingjiang and Zhang Hongzhou 

China deployed a naval task force that included four warships at James Shoal, near 
Brunei and East Malaysia, on 26 March 2013. The crew even had a ceremony on 
board one of the vessels to pledge to “maintain national sovereignty”. This unusual 
assertiveness comes at a time when China is also reforming its civilian maritime 
apparatus, which for a long time has been plagued with too many players – as many 
as 17 agencies. Though little noticed, this restructuring of the maritime apparatus is 
significant given its implications for the region. 

Indeed, for many years, the elite in the Chinese foreign policy community have urged 
the government to tackle the unwieldiness in managing China’s maritime affairs. 
Now that China has taken steps to reform its maritime apparatus, it is very likely that 
the reforms will add weight to its current heavy-handed approach to territorial 
disputes and maritime contentions with some neighbouring countries, which the 
navy’s display of assertiveness at James Shoal has underscored. 

Major reform measures 

The first major step at reform was the establishment of a Central Leading Small 
Group on the Protection of Maritime Interests in 2012. This new organ - one of nearly 
two dozens of similar institutions in charge of other sectors or major policy issues - 
will be responsible for the deliberation and coordination of China’s maritime policy 
and reporting to the Politburo and the top leaders. It mainly consists of senior 
officials from the State Oceanic Administration, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of 
Public Security, Ministry of Agriculture, and the PLA Navy. Its administrative issues 
are handled by the existing Central Foreign Affairs Office. 

During its annual National People’s Congress (NPC) session in March, China 
unveiled more plans to restructure the country's main maritime law enforcement 
agencies. The proclaimed goals are to pursue unified maritime law enforcement; 
better protect China’s maritime rights and interests; and improve the efficiency and 
efficacy of law enforcement activities. This is obviously a response to the age-old 
popular criticism that China's maritime law enforcement has been too fragmented, 
poorly coordinated, inefficient and ineffective. 

The main point of the new plans is to restructure the State Oceanic Administration 
(SOA), which is in command of the China Marine Surveillance. The core reform is to 
merge four of the major maritime law enforcement forces, including the China Marine 
Surveillance, the old Coast Guard of the Ministry of Public Security, the Fishery 
Administration of the Ministry of Agriculture, and the Maritime Anti-smuggling Police 
of the General Administration of Customs. They will now form one unified new China 
Coast Guard. The restructured SOA will still be under the administrative leadership 
of the Ministry of Land and Resources. While the new China Coast Guard will remain 
part of the SOA, its operations will be supervised by the Ministry of Public Security. 
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In addition to the merger of the four law enforcement agencies, it was decided that a 
National Oceanic Commission (NOC) is to be established and placed at the SOA. 
The NOC is expected to formulate China’s oceanic development strategies and 
coordinate the different agencies involved in important maritime affairs. The reforms 
in China’s maritime sector need to be understood in the domestic context. The 
merger was made possible because of China’s bigger initiative to deepen 
administrative reforms by streamlining functions and improving efficiency of the 
government. However, the SOA was not upgraded to a ministry, contrary to wide 
expectations. This was partly because of the general policy of reducing the number 
of ministries in the central government. Chinese sources suggest that it was also 
partly due to the opposition from the civilian foreign policy community, especially the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which feared that a stronger oceanic ministry would 
further weaken its role in managing the country’s maritime disputes. 

Remaining uncertainties 

It is, however, unclear how fast these reform measures will be implemented. A few 
other aspects can be highlighted in this round of restructuring. Firstly, the Maritime 
Safety Administration (MSA), in charge of navigational safety and search and rescue 
missions, was not merged into the newly formed China Coast Guard. Sources in 
China suggest that the MSA strongly opposed the merger, making a strong case that 
it is also involved in supervising navigation in the numerous rivers in China. Secondly, 
the SOA was not upgraded to become a ministry-level body as many Chinese policy 
analysts had advocated. 

Thirdly, it appears that the new China Coast Guard will be under the dual leadership 
of the SOA and Ministry of Public Security, which has traditionally exercised 
supervision of China’s border control forces. How this dual leadership will affect the 
operation of the new Coast Guard remains to be seen. Fourthly, the composition and 
functions of the National Oceanic Commission are still unclear. Whether this 
Commission will conflict or overlap with the Small Leadership Group is also an open 
question. 

Lastly, perhaps more importantly for the region, it is unclear whether the new China 
Coast Guard will be equipped with heavy arms. This is a serious issue because the 
old Coast Guard, which was also part of the border control forces of the Chinese 
Armed Police Force, has always been armed. It is unclear whether all the boats of 
the new China Coast Guard will be armed. It would be a bit strange if some of the 
ships are armed and some are not. 

Implications for regional security 

The restructuring of the maritime sector is a reflection of Chinese decision makers’ 
desire to strengthen China’s maritime law enforcement capability, which is widely 
regarded as an indispensable step towards transforming China into a maritime 
power. Also, it is widely seen in China that its maritime interests have been 
increasingly encroached upon and having a unified law enforcement force was 
primarily intended to assert China’s maritime interests. But it is popularly believed 
that the country’s law enforcement forces, and the foreign policy community at large, 
have not done a proper job in protecting China’s rights and interests in the sea. 
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Thus Beijing is unlikely to back down from the maritime security policy which has 
been described as assertive by many analysts in the past few years. In the 
meantime, China seems to believe that using the civilian law enforcement forces 
helps demilitarise the conflicts and avoid direct military confrontation with any 
neighbouring country. This clearly illustrates that the essence of China’s regional 
security policy continues to be what can be described as non-confrontational 
assertiveness. This gives credence to the view that tensions and disputes will very 
likely persist in the East Asian Seas at least for the next few years. 

(Li Mingjiang and Zhang Hongzhou are associate professor and senior research analyst 
respectively at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang 
Technological University.) 

Source: RSIS, 1 April 

Five Obstacles to US Arctic Strategy 

-- James R. Holmes 

Between the written commentaries 
and a couple of radio appearances, 
my brief for entrusting Arctic strategy 
primarily to the US Coast Guard and 
Air Force elicited some recurring 
questions. Some interlocutors 
requested specifics about hardware 
and organizational arrangements. 
Others wanted to know when the 
political support for an ambitious 
strategy would come. Such 

questions are well-taken. There's no good answer to many of them this far in 
advance of the 2030s, when the polar ocean will open to shipping according to US 
Navy estimates. To reply to these questions, here's one guy's list of Five Obstacles 
to US Arctic Strategy, in descending order: 

Prediction is tough, especially 
about the future. With apologies 
to the great Yogi Berra, planning 
ahead for a navigable Arctic is 
twice as hard as garden-variety 
prognostication. Climate scientists 
are trying to foresee the physical 
dynamics that will prevail each year 
as the ice melts and freezes anew. 
Strategists are trying to foresee the competitive dynamics that will prevail as the five 
polar states and a plethora of external players manoeuvre to safeguard their 
interests in northern waters. For perspective's sake: 2035, the usual guesstimate for 
when the Arctic will be ice-free for the first time, is 22 years from now. How many 
Asia-watchers writing in 1991, 22 years ago, foresaw that China would build a great 
navy by 2013, lay claim to most of the South China Sea, and stand some chance of 

http://www.rsis.edu.sg/publications/Perspective/RSIS0502013.pdf
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getting its way? few if any. Projecting the future of Russia and other contenders is an 
enterprise fraught with uncertainty. 

The theatre’s physical conformation will 
fluctuate. And prophesying about the 
South China Sea was simple by contrast 
with the Arctic Ocean. At least observers 
knew Southeast Asia's general geographic 
and political characteristics. Regional 
waters undergo no phase change that 
amends the map over the course of each 
year, depending on global temperatures. 
Geography imposes the physical context 
within which human ambitions encounter 

one another, interact, and — perhaps — resolve themselves. The context is fixed 
except for a few cases — digging the Suez or Panama Canal, for instance — when 
human ingenuity modifies the setting. Cyclical change to the surroundings is 
something without parallel in warmer climes. 

What form international competition 
will take remains obscure. Questions 
are legion, clear answers few. What 
happens when a maritime theatre 
morphs from icebound to ice-free and 
back as the seasons change? Is there a 
campaign season for surface fleets 
during the summer, after which air and 
undersea forces continue the battle over 
and below the ice? could be. 
Technology will also play its part. The 
Arctic will resemble the East China Sea in that great powers brandishing long-range 
precision weaponry will face off across the sea. Navy and coast-guard surface fleets 
will remain indispensable for peacetime pursuits, and presumably for low-level 
conflict. How much staying power they will exhibit in an anti-access environment that 
could span an entire ocean remains to be seen. 

Building constituencies for 
amorphous challenges is hard. 
Farsightedness is tough for policy- 
and lawmakers who have to cope with 
the challenges of the day, not least 
their own re-election prospects. Think 
about it. The northward challenge 
remains abstract and remote in time. 

Conceivably, it may never transpire at all. That being the case, what respectable 
congressman will make the case for investing billions of dollars in new surface 
combatants or other hardware needed to operate in a strategic environment that may 
never come into being? Rare indeed is a Themistocles, who founded the Athenian 
navy when few saw the need for such a force, or a Georgia Rep. Carl Vinson, who, 
years before the threat came into focus, fought to fund the US Navy that won in 
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World War II. It takes someone with vision to gaze decades downrange and amass 
political support to combat a nebulous threat. 

Time is a luxury, and a curse. Time, 
therefore, is working both for and against 
American attempts to devise strategy and 
forces for the northern reaches. Father Time 
is a friend because any threatening 
circumstances remain years off. He's a 
deadly foe because any threatening 
circumstances remain years off, too distant to 
concentrate minds or summon forth 
resources from wary taxpayers or their elected representatives. Now you see why 
I'm loath to offer specifics about strategy and force structure: they're premature. The 
guesswork quotient will remain high until analysts and practitioners study the 
strategic setting and render more informed judgments and recommendations. Only 
then can Washington fashion strategy for the brave new world taking shape atop the 
world. Orienting ourselves toward this new strategic problem is a worthy first step. 

(James R. Holmes is a defence analyst for The Diplomat and a professor of strategy at the US 
Naval War College where he specializes in US, Chinese and Indian maritime strategy and US 
diplomatic and military history.)  

Source: The Diplomat, 1 April 

India Responds to the Gwadar Port Transfer: Strategic Signalling in the Indian 
Ocean  

-- Shane Mason 

In a February 27th communique to a leading 
member of the Rajya Sabha, India’s upper 
house of parliament, Indian Defence Minister 
AK Antony outlined a proposal to establish two 
new missile test sites for its increasingly-
sophisticated arsenal of conventional and 
nuclear-capable missiles. The first will be 
constructed on property near the banks of the 
River Krishna in the coastal state of Andhra 
Pradesh. The other is planned for Rutland 
Island in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 

India’s easternmost territory in the Bay of Bengal. The new facilities, when 
completed, would complement the Defence Research and Development 
Organization’s current location on Wheeler Island off the coast of Orissa, which has 
been the mainstay of the organization’s missile tests. 

Plans to build two additional facilities to accommodate India’s ambitious missile 
program appear, at first glance, to be a function of necessity. After all, a single 
missile range may prove inadequate as further tests are required to incorporate 
India’s newest ballistic and cruise missiles into its military force posture. However, 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/04/02/vietnam-to-recieve-advanced-russian-sub-in-2013/
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the timing of the announcement (only nine days after the long-awaited transfer of 
Pakistan’s deep-sea port at Gwadar to China) and the location of the missile test 
sites (particularly the Andaman and Nicobar Islands near the Strait of Malacca) 
suggests the announcement serves a broader, more strategic purpose for India. 

Why Gwadar Makes India Nervous 

Although Chinese control of the Gwadar port came as no surprise to Indian policy 
makers and regional security analysts, the official ceremony on February 18 
transferring operational rights of the deep-sea port to the China Overseas Port 
Holding Company clearly marked a new chapter for Chinese involvement in South 
Asia and the Indian Ocean littoral. Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari – who 
attended the signing ceremony along with the Chinese Ambassador in Islamabad 
and Pakistani Foreign Minister Hinna Rabbani Khar – noted that the Chinese 
operation of the port provides a “new impetus” to Sino-Pakistani relations. 

The significance of the move was not lost on Defence Minister Antony who, in 
January, claimed the development at Gwadar was “a matter of concern” for Indian 
the military. The geopolitical implications of the Gwadar port deal have been clear for 
some time. Establishing a secure, overland energy route from the Persian Gulf to 
underdeveloped and energy-starved provinces in western China would alleviate 
Beijing’s dependence on maritime trade through the vulnerable Strait of Malacca, a 
narrow sea-lane which could be blocked by an adversary during a crisis. Overcoming 
this “Malacca Dilemma” would mitigate China’s reliance on the good graces of the 
U.S. Navy, which has been the guarantor of open sea lines of communication in the 
Western Pacific and Indian Ocean since the fall of Imperial Japan in 1945. As the 
Chinese economy’s demand for energy expands in the coming decades, ensuring 
the unabated flow of oil from the Persian Gulf to Chinese consumers will increasingly 
become a core national interest. 

Safeguarding China’s maritime trade routes and Gulf energy supplies will likely 
compel the PLA-N in the long-term to project power into the Indian Ocean region, 
long the uncontested domain of the U.S. Navy and, to a lesser degree, the Indian 
Navy. Operation of the port at Gwadar, in addition to a similar arrangement at the 
Chinese-built deep-water port at Hambantota on the southern coast of Sri Lanka, 
may grant the PLA-N future sites for refuelling, resupplying, and repairing a future 
blue-water fleet – all from India’s backyard. 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands: Location, Location, Location 

An enhanced capability for the PLA-N in the Indian Ocean aggravates a nightmare 
scenario for Indian military strategists, in which India must fight a multi-front war 
against Pakistan and China on land and at sea. Given each country’s sizable nuclear 
deterrent, such an event is extremely unlikely. Since the stakes are so high, however, 
India had to respond to the Gwadar deal in a way that re-established strategic parity 
with China, while at the same time falling short of overreacting. In the existing 
geopolitical environment, the planned missile test sites at the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands should come as no surprise. 

http://www.presidentofpakistan.gov.pk/index.php?lang=en&opc=3&sel=2&pId=1462&pressReleaseYear=2013&pressReleaseMonth=02
http://www.presidentofpakistan.gov.pk/index.php?lang=en&opc=3&sel=2&pId=1462&pressReleaseYear=2013&pressReleaseMonth=02
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1148093/gwadar-seaport-holds-key-chinas-energy-search
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1148093/gwadar-seaport-holds-key-chinas-energy-search
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/16/business/global/16port.html?_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/16/business/global/16port.html?_r=1&
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The Andaman and Nicobar Islands occupy some of the most valuable strategic real 
estate in the world. The archipelago sits astride the eastern mouth of the Strait of 
Malacca, and only 500km separate Port Blair – the territorial capital of the island 
chain – from the energy-rich Burmese coast. Geography demands that any sea 
traffic between the Western Pacific and the Indian Ocean must pass these islands, 
conferring a tremendous source of leverage and power projection capability to 
whoever controls them. Their strategic significance was underscored in 2001, when 
the Ministry of Defence established the Andaman and Nicobar Command at Port 
Blair, India’s first integrated theatre command. 

Whether it was a strategic signal or a coincidence that India’s announcement to build 
a missile test site near the Strait of Malacca came so soon after China took control of 
the Gwadar port facility, it is nevertheless a noteworthy, if subtle, reminder that the 
strategic relationship between India and China is becoming increasingly complex. It 
is likely inevitable that the interests of these two countries – with massive 
populations and increasingly dynamic economies – will become increasingly 
incongruous with time. While nothing suggests that the trajectory of the bilateral 
relationship between Beijing and New Delhi is devolving into an adversarial one any 
time soon, interests in the Indian Ocean littoral between the two countries are 
already divergent in key areas. 

It remains to be seen whether bilateral relations between China and India remain 
cooperative or turn into something more combative. While much focus has been paid 
to long-standing border disputes in Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh as potential 
flashpoints, it could turn out those places like Gwadar, Hambantota, and the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands are even greater sources of tension and distrust in the 
Sino-Indian relationship. History suggests that naval disputes tend to be more benign 
than conflicts on land, which bodes well for maritime security in the Indian Ocean. 
Nevertheless, if the last few weeks are any indication, the strategic interplay between 
these two rising powers is likely to continue at sea for some time. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 3 April 

The US Pivot to Asia: Will the Senkakus be its First Challenge? 

-- Anna Morris 

The American pivot or strategic “rebalancing” toward Asia after a decade of intense 
focus on the Middle East and Afghanistan may face its first test over a group of 
uninhabited islands in the East China Sea that are of no strategic value to the US. 
The Senkaku Islands are the scene of an increasingly militarised territorial dispute 
between Japan and China, both of which claim historical ownership. Tensions have 
been on the rise since the Japanese government announced it would buy the 
Senkakus, also called the Diaoyus by China, from a private citizen in September 
2012, inflaming Chinese official and popular anger. Since then, confrontations 
between the two Asian powers over the islands have intensified from verbal 
jockeying over the presence of Chinese survey vessels near the islands in 
September to the scrambling of fighter jets in December. The Japanese government 
recently alleged that a Chinese frigate locked its radar on a Japanese destroyer in 
January - an action fraught with the potential to turn into an actual exchange of fire. 

http://ids.nic.in/WebAbhiIDS/brief.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/03042013-india-responds-to-the-gwadar-port-transfer-strategic-signaling-in-indian-ocean/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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What’s in it for Washington? 

The possibility that Sino-Japanese tensions will escalate into an armed conflict, even 
a limited one, makes the dispute over these rocky outcroppings far from the US 
homeland deeply problematic for Washington. First, if future provocations follow the 
recent pattern of increasing militarisation, which heightens uncertainty and the 
potential for miscalculation among both parties, the US, as a treaty ally of Japan, 
could find itself drawn into a conflict between Asia’s two giants. Under the US-Japan 
Mutual Defence Treaty, both countries agree to “act to meet the common danger" of 
an armed attack on the US or Japan “in territories under Japanese administration.”  

This does not mean an automatic show of force by the US over the Senkakus, which 
Washington considers under de facto Japanese administration, but it does put the 
US squarely on Japan’s side in the event of an armed clash. But were the conflict to 
escalate rapidly, the US would come under a great deal of pressure to intervene 
militarily on behalf of its most important Asian ally. 

Second, how the US reacts to further provocations over the Senkakus will likely be 
read by its regional allies and strategic partners as indicative of Washington’s real 
level of commitment to Asia. The pivot has been billed not only as a realignment of 
US diplomatic, economic, and military resources toward an increasingly powerful 
region, but also as a clear signal to its allies that the US is committed to them and to 
remaining the dominant Pacific power.  

In a conflict over the Senkakus, even a limited one, a US decision not to intervene on 
behalf of a treaty ally would undermine the confidence of partners throughout the 
region. In the currently unfolding, albeit less dire, scenario of escalating tensions, the 
lack of a clear US position on how it would react may still undermine that confidence. 
But most importantly, to the extent that US intentions are unclear, either scenario is 
likely to elicit an increasingly assertive response from China at a time when the US is 
attempting to encourage China’s peaceful rise. In fact, some experts interpret 
Chinese provocations over the Senkakus as, fundamentally, a test of the US 
commitment to the Pacific carried out under the pretext of a local territorial dispute. 

Third, even if the US chose not to honour its treaty obligations in the event of an 
attack, it is not clear that it could afford to remain a bystander to conflict between the 
world’s second and third largest economies for very long. The US has an 
overwhelming economic interest in forestalling confrontation between China and 
Japan: even limited war would be disastrous for both countries’ economies, which do 
US$345 billion in trade every year. The instability would send shock waves through 
global markets at a time when the US economy is seeing glimmers of hope after the 
worst recession since the Great Depression. 

US intentions matter 

The continued tensions over the Senkakus should, therefore, be deeply alarming to 
the US. Even if all-out war is unlikely, as Harvard Professor Stephen Walt argues, 
the radar episode foreshadowed a situation in which momentary confusion could turn 
into a live-fire exchange, and it is not clear how much restraint either side would 
exercise. The costs of Sino-Japanese confrontation - disruption to the global 
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economy, the high possibility of being drawn into conflict, and the loss of Chinese 
cooperation on a host of critical issues, including nuclear proliferation in North Korea 
and Iran - would be painfully high for the US. 

If the US is indeed committed to remaining the dominant Pacific power, preserving 
peace in the region, and standing by its allies - which by all accounts it is - it would 
be best served by an active and coherent strategy designed to deter further 
provocations on the Senkakus. It is one that would include a clear, preferably public, 
position on what the US would do in the event of accidental escalation. This would, 
in a conflict, make the balance of power clear to all participants, reduce the risk 
stemming from miscalculation of US intentions on either side, have a cooling effect 
on future tensions and reaffirm the US commitment to the region. 

There are signs that the US is moving in this direction: Japan’s Nikkei newspaper 
recently reported that Tokyo and Washington are developing a joint military plan on 
retaking the islands if they are seized by China. A private conversation with its ally 
Japan would also be in order to ensure that articulating such position does not also 
embolden Tokyo to take action that heightens tensions. Ultimately, strategic 
ambiguity over the dispute does the US no favours - the stakes of a conflict, even a 
limited one, are simply too high. 

(Anna Morris is an Associate Research Fellow with the United States Programme at the S. 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University.) 

Source: RSIS, 3 April 

Strengthen the US Coast Guard’s Presence in the Arctic 

-- Brian Slattery and Luke Coffey 

The Arctic region is becoming increasingly 
important to U.S. national interests. Ice in the Arctic 
has reached the lowest level since records began 
in 1979, opening up new possibilities for maritime 
trade, tourism, and natural resource exploration. 
Consequently, more actors than ever before will be 
operating in the Arctic region. This reality will 
present both challenges and opportunities for the 
United States. The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) will 

play a vital role in ensuring America’s interests in the Arctic. In order to do so, the 
sea service needs to be properly funded and resourced. 

The Role of the US Coast Guard 

In the Arctic, sovereignty equals security and stability. Respecting the national 
sovereignty of others in the Arctic while maintaining the ability to enforce one’s own 
sovereignty will ensure that the chances of armed conflict in the region remain low. 
This is where the USCG plays such an important role. The USCG has had a 
continuous presence in the Arctic since 1867, when the Revenue Cutter Service, the 
precursor to the Coast Guard, was assigned to the region. Since then, the USCG 

http://www.rsis.edu.sg/publications/Perspective/RSIS0532013.pdf
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has performed numerous search-and-rescue missions (SAR), facilitated the flow of 
maritime traffic by escorting ships with its icebreaking capabilities, and responded to 
numerous other emergency and non-emergency incidents. In 1965, the U.S. Navy 
(USN) transferred its fleet of eight icebreakers to the Coast Guard. Since that time, 
the Coast Guard’s polar assets have atrophied severely. Currently, the USCG is 
operating one icebreaker, the USCGC Healy, which serves primarily as a National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration research vessel. 

Other Arctic nations (such as Russia, Norway, and Canada) continue to field robust 
icebreaking capabilities with many heavy-duty icebreakers and assets in the 
region.[1] America’s icebreaking capabilities are lagging behind. While the self-
declared requirement for U.S. icebreakers is three heavy-duty and three medium-
duty vessels,[2] the USCG currently operates only one heavy-duty icebreaker (the 
USCGC Polar Star) and one medium-duty icebreaker (the Healy). Furthermore, the 
Polar Star requires significant maintenance to return to operational status, leaving 
the Healy as the only functioning polar icebreaker fielded by the U.S.[3] The lack of 
icebreaker presence in the Arctic greatly inhibits the USCG’s ability to achieve its 
objectives in the polar regions without the help of foreign nations.[4] Reliance on 
foreign nations, especially those with which the United States has an unsteady 
relationship, should be unacceptable when it comes to matters of national security. 

More Than Breaking the Ice 

The USCG should plan to extend its reach in the Arctic not only with its icebreakers 
but also with operating bases, aviation assets, and vessels hardened to withstand 
the harsh conditions of the region. Currently, the USCG operates only one forward-
operating location (FOL)—in Barrow, Alaska, and then only during the summer 
season. This location currently has a helicopter hangar in need of serious repair.[5] 
For the USCG to field a more serious presence above the Arctic Circle will require 
updated facilities. The USCG has already decided that its new National Security 
Cutter (NSC) will manage an increase in traffic and activity in the region.[6] In the 
fiscal year 2013 presidential budget request, long-lead funding for the seventh and 
eighth NSCs was removed, which would effectively halt production of these vessels. 
The Administration has given no explanation for this reduction, and the USCG has 
not reduced its required fleet size of eight NSCs. The NSC platform brings a diverse 
set of capabilities and can perform a broad range of missions from blue-water 
patrolling to search and rescue. While these vessels cannot penetrate ice-covered 
water, they can deploy helicopters and unmanned rotary-wing aircraft to perform 
surveillance and search-and-rescue missions at a distance.[7] This ability to operate 
at a distance is imperative, as the USCG’s abilities are severely limited by the 
location of its assets below the Arctic Circle. 

The US Cannot Afford to Dither 

The US should catch up with the other Arctic nations and field a presence that can 
legitimately protect US sovereignty in the region. In order to do this, the US should: 

• Develop a new strategy for icebreaking capability. The USCG should explore 
options such as buying commercial icebreakers with similar capabilities. Privately 
operated icebreakers could make way for commercial vessels and be called upon 
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to support the USCG in emergency scenarios. This would in turn require a re-
evaluation of the Merchant Marine Act of 1920 (also known as the Jones Act).[8] 

• Build the entire required fleet of national security cutters. The U.S. should 
ensure that the USCG is properly funded to meet its fleet requirements. 

• Provide permanent stationary assets in the Arctic region. Due to the 
increase in maritime traffic, there will be a great need for helicopters, as well as 
communication and maintenance personnel, based in the Arctic region for longer 
periods of time. Congress should work to fund Arctic operations at a level 
sufficient to make FOL Barrow a more capable base. 

• Continuing to strengthen cooperation between the USN and the USCG. 
Combined with the blue-water-centric missions of the NSC, the joint operations 
between the sea services will become more significant in the future in the Arctic. 
Furthermore, the USCG cooperates effectively with the USN in its drug 
interdiction missions. The sea services should look to find lessons learned and 
apply them in the Arctic. 

Needed: A Fully Resourced USCG 

Interest in the Arctic region will only increase in the years to come. As other nations 
direct resources and assets there, America cannot afford to fall behind. As an Arctic 
nation, the U.S. needs to field a strong Arctic presence. In order to make this a 
reality, the USCG will require adequate funding and resources. 

[1] Rob Huebert, ‘The Newly Emerging Arctic Security Environment,” Canadian Defence and Foreign 
Affairs Institute, March 2010, p.11, 
http://www.cdfai.org/PDF/The%20Newly%20Emerging%20Arctic%20Security%20Environment.pdf, 
(accessed March 25, 2013). 
[2] ABS Consulting, “United States Coast Guard High Latitude Region Mission Analysis Capstone 
Summary,” July 2010, p.2, http://assets.fiercemarkets.com/public/sites/govit/hlssummarycapstone.pdf 
(accessed March 25, 2013). 
[3] US Coast Guard, United States Coast Guard 2012 Posture Statement, February 2012, 
http://www.uscg.mil/posturestatement/docs/USCG_2012_Posture_Statement.pdf (accessed March 25, 
2013). 
[4] US Department of Homeland Security, Office of the Inspector General, “The Coast Guard’s Polar 
Icebreaker: Maintenance, Upgrade, and Acquisition Program,” January 2011, p.1, 
http://www.oig.dhs.gov/assets/Mgmt/OIG_11-31_Jan11.pdf (accessed March 25, 2013). 
[5 ] Kirk Johnson, “For Coast Guard Patrol North of Alaska, Much to Learn in a Remote New Place,” 
The New York Times, July 21, 2012, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/22/us/coast-guard-strengthens-
presence-north-of-alaska.html?_r=0 (accessed March 25, 2013). 
[6] Stew Magnuson, “Coast Guard Considering Permanent Bases in Arctic,” National Defence, April 
2012, 
http://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/archive/2012/April/Pages/CoastGuardConsideringPermanen
tBasesinArctic.aspx (accessed March 25, 2013). 
[7] U.S. Coast Guard, National Security Cutter: Project Profile, January 1, 2013, 
http://www.uscg.mil/acquisition/nsc/features.asp (accessed March 27, 2013). 
[8] This act was created to protect the U.S. shipbuilding industry by requiring that all vessels traveling 
within U.S. waters be U.S. built. 

(Brian Slattery is a Research Assistant in the Douglas and Sarah Allison Centre for Foreign 
Policy Studies, a division of the Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Institute for International 
Studies, and Luke Coffey is the Margaret Thatcher Fellow in the Margaret Thatcher Centre for 
Freedom, a division of the Davis Institute, at The Heritage Foundation.) 
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Australian Strategy and Submarine Design 

-- Stephan Fruehling 

The decision to acquire 12 new submarines was one 
of the main outcomes from the 2009 White Paper. 
Other than to build the new vessels in South 
Australia, few aspects of the Future Submarine 
program have been decided. Three main options 
remain under consideration: a completely new, 
bespoke design, an ‘evolved’ Collins class, and a 
MOTS (modified off the shelf) European boat that is 
cheaper, but also less capable in terms of range, 

endurance, sensors and combat system than the other alternatives. 

What these new boats are supposed to do has received far less attention in the 
debate. Andrew Davies, Ben Schreer and Peter Briggs are to be commended for 
drawing attention to the link between the submarine options under consideration, 
and the role, if any, that Australia intends to play in the emerging US posture in Asia. 
Andrew and Ben imply that Australia’s strategic focus on northeast versus Southeast 
Asia will have direct implications for the choice of design. That seems intuitive if the 
distance between Australian ports and those two areas is the main criterion. The 
question, however, is whether this intuition is correct. A definitive answer to this 
question is beyond what can be achieved in a blog post (and beyond my expertise), 
but it’s nonetheless useful to examine this assumption in greater detail. It seems 
reasonable to assume that anti-surface and ASW operations in Northeast Asia, i.e. 
around Taiwan and in the Yellow Sea, would be the most demanding tasks, in terms 
of range and endurance, for Australian submarines operating from Australian bases. 
The key question is whether and why operations that focus on Southeast Asia 
instead would be any less demanding. Benjamin and Andrew both assume that 
Australian submarines would operate in ‘maritime chokepoints’ in the region. But 
before we determine the best operating area, we must first ask what Australian 
submarines are to achieve? 

Andrew raises the distant blockade of Chinese shipping as one possible task that 
submarines may perform in that region. However, traffic entering the Malacca or 
Lombok Straights could be heading for a number of friendly countries, and 
submarines are a less than ideal tool to discriminate hostile from neutral shipping, as 
Germany found in the WWI. In terms of discrimination and cost-effectiveness, it’s 
hard to beat boarding teams operating from surface vessels, or even from bases in 
regional countries. Submarines are singularly good at sinking other ships, and 
excellent ASW platforms, but neither makes them very suitable to enforce a distant 
blockade in Southeast Asian chokepoints. If they are to contribute to the destruction 
of Chinese shipping, they would have to do so in maritime exclusion zones without 
neutral shipping—in other words, directly off the Chinese mainland, rather than in 
Southeast Asia. A second possible operational objective that Australia might want to 
achieve in or around Southeast Asian maritime chokepoints is the protection of 
friendly shipping. Even in times of conflict, Australian partners—including Singapore, 
the Philippines and Vietnam—will need to maintain sea lines of communication 
through the South China Sea. If Australia has to continue importing refined fuels 
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from Singapore, or sustain air or land forces in Southeast Asia, it too would need to 
protect shipping in regional chokepoints. RAN frigates and AWD might protect ships 
in company from Chinese attack, but the destructiveness and range of modern 
weapons makes this difficult, and it’s better to ‘shoot the shooter, not the arrow.’ In a 
layered defence system, it’s reasonable to assume that submarines would operate 
as the first line of defence. If friendly shipping is in the chokepoints, Australian 
submarines would again have to operate further to the North, well into the South 
China Sea. 

Finally, Australia will also want be to prevent Chinese naval vessels, and Chinese 
nuclear submarines in particular, from threatening Allied shipping in the Indian 
Ocean. The question is whether maritime chokepoints in Southeast Asian are the 
best place to conduct ASW—local environmental conditions make it a very 
challenging place to detect submarines. During the Cold War, with far better hydro 
graphic conditions in the UK-Iceland-Greenland gaps, US submarines still sought to 
intercept their Soviet counterpart’s right outside the Soviet harbours. And Chinese 
nuclear submarines could approach Australia and the Indian Ocean through the 
Pacific and Southern Ocean. Again, Australian submarines might well have to 
operate directly off the Chinese mainland to achieve operational objectives in 
Southeast Asia and the approaches to Australia. 

Andrew and Benjamin are right that Australia needs to confront difficult questions of 
politics and strategy, if it’s to determine the most cost-effective option for its Future 
Submarine. But the operational and tactical considerations of how to achieve 
Australia’s operational objectives, once decided, are equally important. Even if 
Australia doesn’t want to directly participate in the maritime battle in Northeast Asia, 
its submarines might well have to be able to operate off the Chinese mainland to 
achieve its objectives in Southeast Asia. This has implications for the required range, 
endurance, combat system, sensors, weapons load, quieting etc. Range is but one 
criterion driving submarine size, and could be mitigated through forward basing. But 
the undersea endurance required operating in the Northern part of the South China 
Sea, or the power and space needed to operate towed arrays and other sensors 
optimized for operations in warm tropical waters, have little to do with range. 

Governments shouldn’t accept unsubstantiated claims that only a solution with all 
bells and whistles will do. But they should be equally sceptical of the assumption that 
limiting operational objectives to Southeast Asia will automatically mean that lesser 
capable designs become more cost-effective. However, Andrew, Ben and I are in 
complete agreement: in determining the most cost-effective option, the government 
must decide what exactly Australia wants the new submarine to do, where and 
against whom. That requires it to decide how it intends to use the ADF to achieve its 
strategic objectives in the ‘Asian Century’ and, in turn, that requires it to decide what 
strategic role it sees Australia playing in the emerging power struggle in Asia. This 
involves analysis and judgment of questions of broadest, national grand-strategy, 
and also highly specialised tactical and technological detail: exactly what Defence 
White Papers are for. 

(Stephan Fruehling is senior lecturer at the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, ANU.) 

Source: The Strategist, 4 April 
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North Korea Cramping China’s Anti-Access Style 

-- Harry Kazianis 

Over the last several years nothing has piqued my curiosity more than China’s 
various anti-access developments. Things like “carrier-killer” missiles, ultra quiet 
diesel submarines, advanced mines, and even various types of cyber warfare 
capabilities all illicit various reactions depending on where you sit in East Asia or 
even globally. The People’s Republic has surely developed some impressive 
capabilities with the intention of denying or delaying the arrival of large combat 
forces into a contested area of military operations. And while such capabilities are 
developed with the United States largely in mind, it might be North Korea that ends 
up negating some of Beijing’s new military capabilities – not America’s pivot or 
rebalance. 

Over the last few weeks, Pyongyang has made various threats that have driven 
tremendous amounts of fear and anxiety around the world. In response, the United 
States has made several shows of force in an effort to demonstrate its resolve. B-
52s, B-2s, and F-22s have all been used to signal to North Korea that such intense 
rhetoric and dubious claims would be met with the reality of American and South 
Korean military power. For its part, South Korea’s leadership has made it clear that 
North Korean provocations crossing from words into deeds would be met with a 
strong response. 

Reports surfaced that North Korea may indeed move beyond threats – possibly 
preparing another missile test. Such reports clearly demonstrate that the US along 
with Japan and South Korea face a long-term strategic challenge of defending 
against what could be ever more sophisticated North Korean missiles. Indeed, the 
United States has moved various sea-based missile defence assets like the USS 
John S. McCain and the Sea-Based X-Band Radar system into the area to protect 
US and allied forces as well as civilian targets from attack. The US is also moving 
THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area Defence System) to defend Guam from a 
possible missile attack. While such shows of force and tough words by all sides are 
important, one must look to the long-term consequences of North Korea’s latest 
provocations and how they impact the long-term strategic balance in East Asia. 

Over the last two years the United States has shifted its geopolitical and strategic 
focus towards Asia in what has been dubbed the “pivot” or, to use the “politically 
correct” term, the “rebalance.” While Washington downplays it, there is a significant 
military component to such a strategy. Concepts like Air-Sea Battle and the JOAC 
(Joint Operational Access Concept) are clearly aimed at China and negating its anti-
access capabilities within a larger framework of a shift towards Asia politically as well 
as economically.   

North Korea may just provide the strategic rationale the United States needs to drop 
the veiled nature of the military and geostrategic components of its pivot to Asia. 
Even if tensions do cool in the coming months, American military planners may 
decide to keep ever increasing amounts of ballistic missile defence systems forward 
deployed in East Asia for the next time North Korea threatens the region. US allies 
could also follow suit. For example, with Tokyo already actively considering moving 
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away from its more defensive military posture, the North Korea threat may provide 
the final impetus Tokyo needs to justify sustaining higher defence budgets beyond 
this year’s increase. Tokyo could also decide Pyongyang’s missile capabilities 
require it to further bolster its cooperation with the US on missile defence.  Just as 
important, the clear and present danger North Korea poses to South Korea could 
lead the latter to more actively participate in triangular security arrangements with 
the US and Japan. 

All of this has ramifications for Beijing. Ever increasing amounts of missile defence 
systems will certainly erode China’s growing anti-access capabilities. While it is hard 
to make solid predictions, it is clear that missile defences utilized for the protection of 
US bases and allies in the region also have the potential of being used and/or 
enhanced to defend against Chinese missiles in the event – however remote – of 
some sort of conflict. While no one knows for certain how effective China’s new 
capabilities would be in a crisis, nor how effectively American and allied missile 
defences would prove against such missiles, there is certainly the potential that the 
potency of China’s asymmetric capabilities would be degraded. It’s unclear how 
Chinese military planners would seek to regain the advantage – maybe by increasing 
the amount of missiles they have in their arsenal or by building new, more advanced 
systems. What is clear is that North Korea’s threats and bluster will have a long term 
impact on East Asia’s military balance for years to come, and it’s unlikely to be to the 
advantage of North Korea’s long-time ally in Beijing. 

(Harry Kazianis is Editor of The Diplomat. His area of expertise is security studies with a 
strong regional focus on the Asia-Pacific, naval affairs and asymmetric warfare.) 

Source: The Diplomat, 5 April 

India and Sri Lanka: Trawling for Trouble 

The men untangling nets in Akkaraipettai harbour, in 
Tamil Nadu, southern India, know how to ease 
growing tension with Sri Lanka: scrap the 
international frontier. “You can’t put a border on air, 
so how can you do it on water?” says the leader of a 
fishermen’s union. In any case, trawler men pay it 
little heed. Their frequent clashes with Sri Lanka’s 
navy are part of a serious and widening quarrel 

between the neighbours. Waters on the Indian side of the narrow Palk Strait are 
fished-out and polluted. So 600-800 trawlers venture daily to Sri Lanka. Fishermen in 
Akkaraipettai cheerily admit to trespass, and confess that some of them carry out 
destructive and illegal “bottom trawling”. By dragging nets weighted with iron bars 
they wreck coral and other life on the seabed. Their defence: running a trawler for a 
week costs up to 70,000 rupees ($1,300) in diesel alone. To turn a profit they need 
the well-stocked waters across the strait, little fished during Sri Lanka’s civil war, 
from 1983-2009. Yet Indians are furious, too. A fisherman describes how, in March, 
a Sri Lankan naval vessel rammed his boat. Sailors then tied him up and beat them 
and stole their catch. Others tell of thuggish naval sailors who smash boats and 
engines, spike fuel and break their bones. The dispute should be solvable. A Sri 
Lankan official snorts of the Indian navy that “of course” it can stop Indian fishermen 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/04/05/north-korea-crimping-chinas-anti-access-style/
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crossing. Meanwhile, the Sri Lankan navy could mend its rough ways. More likely, 
however, clashes will increase. Sri Lanka’s Sinhalese-dominated government sees a 
long-term threat from Tamil Nadu. The Indian state’s 72m people (compared with the 
island’s 21m) are mostly ethnic Tamils. Many backed their kin in Sri Lanka in the war. 
It remains home to some 100,000 refugees. And Tamil Nadu’s hostility to Sri Lanka 
is growing more overt. In March two Buddhist monks visiting the state were beaten 
by Tamil crowds. Sri Lankan cricket stars have been told to stay away. Tamil Nadu’s 
film actors held an anti-Sri Lanka hunger-strike on April 2nd. 

A Sri Lankan official responds by warning against travel to the state. Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, Sri Lanka’s powerful defence secretary, growls that Tamil Nadu dictates 
policy to feeble Delhi. Airlines have cut flights. Traders who once bustled to-and-fro 
now stay at home. Textile shops in Colombo say stocks are running short. Sri 
Lankans see the current surge of Indian hostility as being for electoral ends. The 
largest minority partner of the Congress-led government in Delhi, the Tamil DMK, 
quit last month, critical of the government for not being more robust in its handling of 
Sri Lanka. The state government, led by the rival party, the AIADMK of the chief 
minister, Jayaram Jayalalitha, wants India to promote a referendum in northern Sri 
Lanka and among the Tamil diaspora on a separate homeland for Sri Lankan Tamils. 

India’s national government avoids such talk. On March 29th Salman Khurshid, the 
foreign minister rebuffed suggestions to label Sri Lanka unfriendly, let alone impose 
sanctions. Instead India continues as a big aid donor, trading partner and investor. 
However, demands to boycott a big Commonwealth summit to be held in Colombo, 
the Sri Lankan capital, in November may grow too strong to resist. Tamil politicians 
are indeed posturing ahead of India’s general elections in 2014. Either the AIADMK 
or the DMK is likely to help form the next coalition in Delhi. But, elections aside, a 
genuine concern for fellow Tamils also exists. Growing evidence of massacres in the 
war and cover-ups since are widely discussed in India. Off the record, a Sri Lankan 
official now admits the family of the Tamil rebel leader, Velupillai Prabhakaran, was 
“wiped out”. Other stout denials may also be revised. The government also still 
shows signs of hostility to Sri Lankan Tamils. Leading politicians now look ready to 
use sparring with Tamil Nadu as an excuse to scrap plans to devolve power to the 
regions. Mr Rajapaksa, the defence secretary, told on March 27th that regional 
autonomy would be a threat. “Could we afford to have a provincial administration 
here, which pointed a gun at the national leadership at the drop of a hat?” 

Source: The Economist, 6 April 

Carrier Critics 

-- Philip Ewing 

Why does the United States maintain a fleet of aircraft 
carriers? 

The answer to that question could appear self-evident. 
Or, based on much of the discussion over the past 
few years, one might think the Navy’s carrier fleet is 
the most expensive, most vulnerable and most foolish 

http://www.economist.com/news/asia/21575833-domestic-tensions-provoke-worse-relations-across-palk-strait-trawling-trouble
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extravagance in modern history. Carrier critics in the naval and general press seem 
to run the table in this aspect of the sea power debate. The anti-carrier cabal pops 
up everywhere nowadays, clearly relishing what it calls the vulnerability and 
wastefulness of the flattops, the way a child might secretly relish the pain of a loose 
tooth. Carriers have always been very costly and controversial but there’s a new 
problem tipping the balance: China’s much-feared, seldom-seen anti-ship missiles 
are going to sweep down from the heavens and smack the Navy’s carriers out of the 
water like toy boats from a bathtub; the sceptics now say leading to an enormous 
loss of life. The aircraft carrier would be rendered obsolete, having become the 
lumbering, irrelevant battleship it earlier eclipsed. 

So where are the actual, real-life sailors or naval officers who’ve spent their careers 
flying or working on the Navy’s real-life, actual carriers? Why don’t they return fire? 
Maybe they reject the rhetoric of the anti-carrier cabal as beneath serious comment. 
Or maybe the true answer is too nuanced to articulate in response to bumper-sticker 
attacks. Carrier partisans may have several problems affirming the importance of the 
Navy’s carrier orthodoxy. One is that the military and mainstream press loves novelty 
and counter intuition, so it naturally embraces authors or reports that say: “That thing 
you thought was true? It ain’t.” Less so with people making the case: “The status quo 
is swell.” 

That goes double when anti-carrier troubadours imply or declare that there are 
serious vulnerabilities in the flagships of the modern Fleet, or that the United States 
is throwing away billions of dollars on foolish totems of hard power. There’s always 
some cheaper, lower-tech or higher-tech alternative that would be a panacea if the 
brass only would drop its blinders—or so the argument goes. More unmanned 
systems! Or, cruise missiles can do the job! Another problem is that the Navy often 
has real trouble explaining itself in plain English. Its institutional voice can be so 
obtuse that often no one understands just what the hell it’s trying to say—if the 
service itself even knows. The Navy is definitely improving; just look at its embrace 
of blogging and Twitter today compared with, say, five years ago. But it can’t just 
focus on small-ball. It’s got to be able to get big hits too or in this case, to field them 
successfully. 

To be fair, part of this is bigger than the Navy, as people outside government in 
Washington often complain, “Nobody wants to say the C-word.” China is America’s 
biggest cyber-antagonist, but officials above a certain level seldom talk about that 
open secret. China’s military build-up has prompted the United States to “pivot,” or 
“rebalance” or “pirouette”—or whichever metaphor you like—and yet White House, 
State Department and Pentagon officials strenuously reject any connection between 
Beijing and the new US Pacific focus. The Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force keep 
up the charade that their “Air-Sea Battle” doctrine has nothing to do with China—and 
shame on you for suggesting it does. So no one can talk officially about what 
everyone knows. Add that to the traditional American strategic ambiguity about just 
what some of our policies are toward China, especially involving Taiwan, and it’s 
difficult to give any response. Would an American president in the 21st century send 
the Fleet within range of China’s new missiles in a repeat of the 1996 Taiwan Strait 
crisis? In the imaginary world of the carrier critics, yes, with disastrous 
consequences. In our actual world, in which the Navy is fully cognizant of the new 
potential threat, probably not. 
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What would the United States actually do? What are its goals and priorities? What 
kind of scenarios or campaigns has it actually planned? That’s not for us open-
source habitués to know. That creates a vacuum, and the talk about vulnerability and 
waste fills it. Which brings us to other realities and concessions that Big Navy might 
not be prepared to make for public consumption, especially given opponents’ 
eagerness to plop down scary cost figure after scary cost figure: Billions for the ships, 
hundreds of millions for the airplanes, millions per day to run it all. All up against 
Chinese weapons (or other threats) that cost mere peanuts—what a foolish waste of 
American treasure! The politically difficult reality is that carriers aren’t really for full-
scale “Red Storm Rising”-type scenarios. The jet-age US Navy has never faced a 
peer competitor in wartime. It has operated with near total operational freedom in 
every conflict, often tasked not with denying an adversary the use of the sea lanes, 
or destroying his fleet, but supporting a land or air campaign from the sea. In short, 
the modern aircraft carrier’s mission is to act as a tool of power projection, or, put 
unkindly, of national bullying—not, for example, to square off against another aircraft 
carrier in a Battle of Midway-style engagement. 

That reality is lost when commentators point to another favourite bugbear, China’s 
experimentation with naval aviation. That’s another favourite threat to the US Navy 
much as China’s potential new anti-ship weapons make the Navy’s carriers are 
obsolete. China’s carrier isn’t built to fight the USS George Washington, forward-
deployed to Japan; it’s built to dominate weaker neighbours, just as American 
carriers have succeeded brilliantly in dominating weaker enemies of the United 
States.  

If it came to the actual World War III that no one wants, American commanders 
would send submarines to keep China’s fleet bottled up. Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Jonathan Greenert has even dropped a few hints about missions for the sub 
force beyond sea control or land attack, including using a submarine to suppress an 
enemy’s air defences. But again, we don’t get to hear much more about that. What’s 
the upshot of all this? Even supposing the anti-carrier cabal is 100% right about 
China’s ability to detect, track, target and destroy an American carrier, since when 
does a single vulnerability mean curtains for a classic platform? 

Even when the US did face an existential peer threat at sea, back in the bad old 
days, the architect of the nuclear Navy held few illusions that the growing fleet of 
carriers might play a long-term role in a nightmare scenario. Adm. Hyman G. 
Rickover was asked in a Senate hearing by Ohio’s Republican Robert Taft about 
how long the Navy’s carriers might last in a war with the Soviet Union. 

 Rickover’s legendary response: “About two days.” Most of the time, however, the 
Navy is not at war, and carriers aren’t in peril from futuristic new missiles or 
submarine attacks. They’re supporting combat ashore; delivering humanitarian aid; 
or just serving as the instruments of gunboat diplomacy, drawing huge crowds in 
places like Phuket, Thailand, or Perth, Australia. Yes, they’re fantastically expensive, 
but when a crisis compels the president to order the Navy into action off some 
distant coast, you probably won’t hear anyone in the government stand up and say, 
“What a waste it was to build that ship.” 

Source: USNI News, 8 April 

http://news.usni.org/2013/04/08/carrier-critics
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The Makings of a Naval Power 

-- Ilya Kramnik 

Along with the Russian-overhauled 
Vikramaditya, the new Vikrant and 
the Vishal will give the Indian Navy a 
big competitive edge in the Asia-
Pacific Region. 

As one of the leaders of the Asia-
Pacific Region (APR), India 
possesses a commensurate military 
capability, one of the main 
components of which is the country's 

naval forces. Today, India shows all the signs of being a first-class naval power with 
a nuclear submarine fleet and carrier aviation. Neither is astonishing in terms of 
scale, yet the trends and construction programmes indicate that, although far short of 
marine supremacy in the APR (unthinkable in the near future while the U.S. still 
draws breath), India's claim to being on equal terms with China's growing maritime 
prowess is valid.  

Given that the main arena of military confrontation in the APR is the vast expanse of 
the Indian and Pacific oceans, India's aircraft carrier programme is of crucial 
importance to the country, alongside its nuclear and air force programmes. India 
possesses half a century of uninterrupted experience of carrier aviation and its newly 
adopted programme entails the commissioning over a 15-year period of three aircraft 
carriers, two of which are to be built in India itself. These three carriers will enable 
the Indian Navy to maintain two aircraft carrier groups in a permanent state of 
combat readiness. 

Russia's focus on Indian carriers 

For India's armed forces, the first half of the 2000s was marked by the arrival in its 
arsenal of the Su-30: the Su-30KN "interim" version was followed by the fully-fledged 
Su-30MKI with the very latest avionics and powerful weaponry. These truly versatile 
planes, equally effective at dog-fighting and attacking ground targets with precision 
weapons, radically altered the Indian military's perception of what is possible in 
modern aviation. At the same time, the Indian Navy, which already had successful 
experience of operating Soviet warships, submarines, and helicopters, became 
interested in Russia's proposals to overhaul the Admiral Gorshkov aircraft carrier in 
line with India’s requirements and to supply MiG-29K fighters. 

Indian admirals adopted a hard line on defence: the idea of replacing the 20,000-
tonne Vikrant and the 29,000-tonne Virat with ships almost half their size was not to 
their liking. Nevertheless, the design of a new aircraft carrier capable of carrying 12-
15 aircraft got underway, although the fleet did manage to up the displacement to 
17,000 metric tonnes. In layman's language, the term "aircraft carrier" generally 
implies a multirole vessel capable of carrying aircraft, while the word "indigenous" in 
this context refers to a national project of top priority that is mostly implemented 
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internally. The project in question, however, does involve foreign experts, since India 
is not yet capable of independently engineering a ship of such complexity. Officially, 
India does not recognize the foreign provenance of the vessel, but the press has 
reported the participation of Italy's Fincantieri. Russia’s involvement is also tacitly 
assumed, namely MiG Aircraft Corporation, supplier of next-generation fighters to 
the Indian Navy, and Nevskoe PKB, developer of Soviet aircraft carriers with 
experience of refitting carriers for the MiG-29K. 

Super carriers and dreams of maritime supremacy 

In the summer of 2012, India began work on a second aircraft carrier under its IAC 
programme. The INS Vishal is due to follow the Vikramaditya and the new Vikrant 
into service in the early 2020s. It will be much larger than both its sister vessels. The 
displacement of the Vishal will exceed 65,000 metric tonnes, against the 40,000 
metric tonnes of its two predecessors. In 2010, Chief of Staff of the Indian Navy 
Admiral Nirmal Verma announced that the future ship would be a "large aircraft 
carrier capable of hosting fighters, AWACS aircraft, [tactical flying] tankers, and other 
hardware." The technical specification automatically does away with STOBAR (Short 
Take-Off But Arrested Recovery), adopted for the Vikramaditya and the new Vikrant, 
because the deployment of flying radars and tankers on board requires a fully 
operational CATOBAR (Catapult Assisted Take-Off But Arrested Recovery) system, 
functionally similar to the U.S. super carriers and France's Charles de Gaulle. But it 
is not ruled out that the vessel will feature a combined scheme: the ramp in the bow 
will be supplemented by a catapult on the corner deck, as contained in the blueprint 
of the unfinished Soviet Ulyanovsk. 

Such a ship would transform India into an aircraft carrier superpower: even Britain, 
for example, cannot afford CATOBAR. Looking ahead to the potential of the Indian 
Navy on completion of the program, we can draw the following conclusions: India's 
already overwhelming naval superiority over Pakistan, whose forces are being 
degraded, will turn into absolute supremacy. Even in its current form, India's aircraft 
carrier programme looks more ambitious than China's, which (at least for now) relies 
on refitting the Liaoning aircraft carrier (the former Varyag) with J-15 fighters (pirated 
from the Su-33). The availability of two 40,000-tonne carriers capable of hosting 
more than 40 MiG-29Ks (nominally 16 per ship) and approximately 20 helicopters 
gives the Indian Navy a significant advantage over the 60,000-tonne Liaoning with 
18-20 J-15s (nominally 12 maximum). Accommodating more aircraft on board the 
Chinese carrier poses difficulties: like the Su-33, the J-15 is heavy and sizeable. 
Moreover, the superior strike capability of the Chinese jet is neutralized by the larger 
number of Indian fighters, as well as the higher-grade workmanship of the Indian 
Navy's Russian-built escort vessels. 

In possession of a third aircraft carrier with a displacement of over 60,000 tonnes 
and with a more numerous air group (up to 40 MiG-29K class Rafale and Tejas 
aircraft), India will secure at least parity, and possibly superiority, even if the Chinese 
Navy puts into service three ships armed with J-15s. The balance of power will shift 
only if China either introduces a more carrier-based (compared to the Su-33/J-15) 
fighter, which is no trivial matter, or constructs a carrier in the mould of the U.S. 
100,000-tonners, capable of carrying a large group of heavy fighters. The second 
option, besides the greater technical complexity, will invariably provoke a strong 
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reaction from the U.S., making a military alliance with India almost inevitable. As a 
result, China will either settle for equilibrium with India, or prepare for full-scale open 
confrontation at sea with the world's leading military power. 

(The writer is a military commentator for the Voice of Russia and an expert of the Russian 
Council for International Affairs.) 

Source: Russia & India Report, 9 April 

Red Star over the Indian Ocean? 

-- J. Michael Cole 

Attack submarines from the Chinese navy are becoming increasingly active in the 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and could pose a “grave threat” to Indian interests there, 
a report by the Indian defence ministry said. Using subsurface contact information 
reportedly shared by the US military, the report, prepared by the Integrated Defence 
Staff, said that at least 22 contacts had been made in the IOR in the past year alone, 
with the latest incident occurring in February. As India is confident that only two 
navies in the region — the US Navy and the Indian Navy — have the capabilities to 
engage in such activity, the Indian military concluded that the boats involved were 
very likely from the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN). 

Indian media said the report proved that a fleet of Chinese nuclear submarines was 
making “frequent forays into the Indian Ocean.” According to the report, titled Indian 
Navy: Perceived Threats to Subsurface Deterrent Capability and Preparedness, the 
“implicit focus” of the PLAN appeared to be undermining the Indian Navy’s ability “to 
control highly sensitive sea lines of communication” within the region. For the time 
being, however, China’s intent more likely was to determine the Indian Navy’s ability 
to detect undersea objects. The report added that the PLAN’s “extended patrols may 
fully overlap with the Indian Navy’s area of operation.” The focus of such 
deployments, the report said, was the IOR, a sea area that spans from waters off the 
Horn of Africa to the Malacca Strait and the western shores of Australia. According to 
India Today’s coverage of the report, one contact with a suspected Chinese 
submarine took place 90 km from Indian soil in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
while six took place northwest of the Straits of Malacca, 13 south of Sri Lanka and 
two in the Arabian Sea. The submarines were believed to be from the South Sea 
Fleet based at Sanya on Hainan Island, off China’s southern coast. 

In May 2012, China announced that it could deploy Type 094 nuclear submarines at 
Yulin Naval Base at Sanya as part of its long-term strategy in the South China Sea. 
The SSBN will eventually be outfitted with outfitted with the JL-2 Sea Launched 
Ballistic Missiles (SLBMs). The number of confirmed contacts mentioned in the 
report represented a marked increase from four year ago, when U.S. intelligence 
reportedly revealed that China’s fleet of more than 50 submarines had carried out 12 
“extended patrols” outside its territorial waters in 2008, up from six the previous year. 
Reports then did not indicate where the extended patrols were said to have taken 
place, though it can be assumed that some occurred near or within the IOR. Such 
signs of increasing activity in the IOR have fostered fears — and those were 
reflected in the report — that the PLAN may have embarked on a project to 

http://indrus.in/economics/2013/04/08/indian_aircraft_carrier_programme_the_makings_of_a_global_naval_pow_23649.html
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“strangulate” India. Port facilities in Gwadar, Pakistan, close to the border with Iran, 
which China has is suspected of seeking to turn into a naval facility as part of its 
“string of pearls” in the region, would give the PLAN “enormous command and 
control capability for prospective Z presence in the IOR,” the report warned. 

Furthermore, the report said, the Chinese Navy appears to be building “expeditionary 
maritime capabilities” and could use nuclear-powered submarines and area denial 
weapons such as the DF-21D anti-ship ballistic missile to threaten India within the 
region. Some Indian analysts, however, have gone on the record saying that such 
assessments tend to overstate the nature of the threat and the viability of the “string 
of pearls” as a means to transform PLAN adventurism in the area into a more 
permanent presence. Still, the growing frequency of PLAN submarines in the IOR is 
yet another sign — and this shouldn’t be surprising to anyone anymore — that China 
has ambitions to become a global naval player. The waters are also becoming 
increasingly important for China, as its energy imports from Africa and the Middle 
East, which must transit the IOR, continue to grow. 

Source: The Diplomat, 9 April 

VPDs: States' Maritime Security Failures 

-- Ioannis Chapsos 

Modern piracy is in sharp decline in the Indian Ocean; however, statistics reveal that 
officially declared armed escorts on-board vessels transiting the high-risk area 
increased in 2012 by 5%. The interpretation of these numbers demonstrate that 35% 
of the ship-owners worldwide still contract armed escort teams, on the one hand to 
ensure the security of their vessel, cargo and seafarers and, on the other, to take 
advantage of the reduced insurance premiums due to the enhanced security 
measures applied. The major question and debate at this point remain focused on 
the states' role in terms of maritime security provision. 

At the states' level, the response towards modern piracy was the deployment of 
'Vessel Protection Detachments' (VPDs); according to this practice, states are 
privately hiring armed military teams to shipping companies, for protecting 
commercial vessels registered and flying their flag, or even to companies controlled 
by the state's nationals. The limited requirements in the state's defence budget, as 
compared to the deployment of naval assets in the other side of the globe, provided 
a convincing justification for adopting the tactics. The debate that emerged regarding 
this practice was that states were desperately trying not to abolish and outsource 
completely their monopoly in security provision, while more business-oriented 
analysts were advocating that states were just trying to take their share of the 
security provision pie, within the contemporary anti-piracy business model. 

From the shipping companies' perspective, there were theoretically even more 
advantages. The guaranteed high level of military training, the reduced price for 
contracting VPDs compared to Private Maritime Security Companies (PMSCs), their 
flexibility and legal status as state entities in terms of carrying weapons through 
transit ports, and their protection from the state in case of wrongdoings attracted 
many companies to contract them. 

http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/04/09/red-star-over-the-indian-ocean/
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Yet, reality was slightly different and it was demonstrated in the cruellest way 
possible, in the incident involving the two Italian Marines who were deployed on-
board 'Enrica Lexie' in order to protect her from potential piracy attacks while 
transiting the Indian Ocean. With the death of two Indian fishermen, who were shot 
after been mistaken as pirates, emerged the complexity of maritime security issues 
and the murky framework of its provision. 

One single sentence can reflect the paradox of the overall situation: a state's military 
detachment, protecting private commercial interests in international waters, is 
charged for the death of another country's nationals and has to be prosecuted. First, 
there are no bilateral agreements or treaties between Italy and India to dictate (as 
usually happen in these cases) that it is a military jurisdiction to investigate the case 
and prosecute the perpetrators. Hence, it rests with international and local law to 
resolve the issue. Consequently, the mainstream media headlines for a long time 
featured the escalating diplomatic tensions between the two countries, stemming 
from the prosecution process of the Italian Marines in Indian courtrooms. The 
culmination point was Italy's refusal to return the Marines in India, after their visit to 
their home country to vote in national elections. India in return withdrew the immunity 
of the Italian Ambassador and banned him from leaving the country, unless the 
Marines return to complete their trial. 

In the early days of the Iraq war, analysts adopted the term 'Strategic Corporal', due 
to the significance of the deeds of armed street patrols in foreign country. The 
decision making of patrolling military personnel didn't have analogous implications in 
winning the 'hearts and minds' of local populations, equivalent to their low-rank level. 
Nowadays, the term is effectively applied also in the maritime domain, where a 
tactical mistake by two 'Strategic Marines' resulted on the diplomatic tension 
between two countries. The globalisation of international security becomes profound 
through the above incident along with the justifications for its privatisation. Although 
there are indications that during the last five years many similar incidents took place 
in the Indian Ocean, where innocent fishermen were shot by armed guards after 
been mistaken as pirates, the consequences were not proportionate, since no state 
entities were engaged. This can partly explain also the states' reluctance to keep the 
monopoly of security provision, both ashore and offshore, since its expeditionary 
forces have to operate in complex and hostile environments. 

On the other hand, private security providers enable governments to avoid oversight, 
external (and internal) legitimisation requirements, parliamentary inquiries or political 
cost when using force and conducting controversial operations abroad, especially if 
their outcome might result in embarrassing failures. Hereof, and especially for the 
maritime domain, the responsibility is transferred to the shipping companies and 
vessel masters, both for the choice and contract of the private security provider, as 
well as for covering the cost of their own security. The state retains only the right of 
regulation and control of the private security providers; however, practice reflects 
that even these are following free market principles and the states' engagement 
remains rhetoric. 

The current situation puts the VPDs' practice and future in question. Even India itself, 
which announced in 2012 its intention to establish the Central Industrial Security 
Force (CISF), manned initially with 100 Indian commandos trained especially for 
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protecting merchant vessels, hasn't deploy them yet or officially declared their 
operational availability. And, perhaps more importantly, seafarers' lives and vessels' 
security have become an increasingly private concern, relying solely upon the 
shipping company's wealth, and the ship-owners' discretion and their will to allocate 
funds for contracting the company with the optimum service-to-cost ratio. 

(Captain (retd) Ioannis Chapsos of the Hellenic Navy is a Research Fellow in Maritime Security 
at Coventry University, UK). 

Source: The Maritime Executive, 9 April 

Winning the South China Sea Fight without Firing a Shot 

-- Marvin Ott 

China's launch of its first aircraft carrier 
caught the world's attention in 2012. With 
the reconditioned Russian vessel, China 
would enforce its extensive claims on the 
South China Sea, observers speculated, 
though pressing the Liaoning into active 
duty was years away. Earlier this month 
China introduced of a more effective 
weapons system to assert its territorial 

claims - a cruise ship with thousands of tourists. Deployment of a tourist boat along 
with myriad other vessels to establish its claims in the South China Sea has given 
new meaning to China's claim of a "peaceful rise." 

Since the 1950s, Chinese maps have shown nine elongated lines along the coastline 
of China and Southeast Asia to mark its territorial control. Effort to clarify meaning of 
that U-shaped line tended to become lost in a miasma of contradictory, confusing 
statements. Even if intended as a sovereign boundary, the lines were not taken 
seriously. But in 2009, China submitted that map to the UN as marking its 
"indisputable sovereignty." China's actions since have left no doubt that the most 
senior levels of the Chinese government view the U-shaped line as a legitimate, 
enforceable, maritime boundary. 

A series of incidents with Southeast Asian neighbours involving Chinese fishing and 
patrol vessels and strident public claims raised public awareness in July 2010 when 
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called on China to resolve the dispute 
peacefully. China responded by stepping up enforcement capabilities and deploying 
a smorgasbord of government maritime agencies: the Maritime Safety Administration, 
the Fisheries Law Enforcement Command, the State Oceanic Administration, and 
China Marine Surveillance, not to mention the China Coast Guard under the Ministry 
of Public Security and provincial-level maritime authorities, most notably those of 
Hainan Island - all distinct from rapid growth of the Chinese navy and air force. 
China's first aircraft carrier received much attention, but for the near future it's a 
training platform, not an operational military asset. Maritime police in their multiple 
manifestations are another matter. 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/VPDs-States-Maritime-Security-Failures-2013-04-09/
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Growth of that force is spelled out by the Beijing correspondent for The Los Angeles 
Times: For example, since 2000 the Chinese military has transferred 11 former 
warships to the Marine Surveillance agency, which has built 13 ships of its own and 
plans 36 more. The Fisheries Law Enforcement Command recently took control of a 
former warship equipped with a helicopter landing pad. Those new vessels are kept 
busy. The US Pacific Command estimates that the number of long-range patrols by 
Chinese maritime police in the South China Sea has tripled since 2008. As one US 
naval officer observed in the Times article, "Chinese maritime surveillance cutters 
have no other mission but to harass other nations into submitting to China's 
expansive claims." They have cut cables towing Vietnamese sonar arrays, arrested 
and intimidated Southeast Asian fishermen, harassed US naval vessels and, in one 
case, erected a barrier to establish China's exclusive control. These non-naval 
Chinese vessels are not equipped with military weapons, but demonstrate prowess 
with water cannons and grappling hooks - sparking frustration and a sense of 
helplessness among China's neighbouring countries. 

China may have shot itself in the foot strategically, but not at the tactical level. 
Southeast Asian countries lack the capability to match the Chinese on or over the 
water with military or coast guard assets, a gap in capabilities growing monthly. 
Bluntly put, Chinese maritime enforcement agencies can muscle other Southeast 
Asians aside at will - with Vietnamese military outposts being the principle possible 
exception. Meanwhile, the US has long declared that it takes no position on territorial 
claims in the South China Sea, insisting on two principles: maintenance of 
international sea lanes in the area as a "global commons" and resolution of territorial 
disputes without using military force. By using unarmed coast guard forces to 
enforce claims, China exploits vulnerability in the US position. 

Consider what happened at Scarborough Shoal, an atoll claimed by the Philippines 
and much closer to the Philippines than to China. Chinese maritime police prevented 
Philippine counterparts from arresting Chinese fishermen poaching protected 
species and then placed a cable across the lagoon that effectively excluded 
Philippine fishermen from their traditional waters - under the nose of the US Navy, 
which had no basis for intervening. Scarborough Shoal illustrates an increasingly 
evident Chinese tactic: Seize a vulnerable outcrop, establish permanent presence 
and defend it with non-military assets. At this point, there's little to suggest that 
Washington has developed, even conceptually, an effective counter. 

China's leverage over Southeast Asia includes a major economic component. As late 
as the 1990s, the US and Japan were major economic partners of Southeast Asia. 
No longer - China has displaced both to become the major trading partner to the 
region - while its investment footprint continues to grow rapidly. The linkages go 
beyond simply exporting goods, services and money. With the ASEAN-China Free 
Trade Agreement as a centrepiece, China has negotiated a plethora of economic 
agreements with the region including an array of infrastructure projects linking 
Southeast Asia with southern interior China. Chinese companies are building 
impressive rail, road and riverine networks plus power grids and ports - knitting 
Southeast Asia and China together in an integrated economic unit. It doesn't take 
great acumen to imagine how these linkages and related dependencies can be used 
for strategic leverage and to disrupt other regional ties. At the 2012 ASEAN Foreign 
Ministers Meeting hosted by Cambodia, a dispute arose when the Philippines 



Page 29 of 73 

insisted that the joint communiqué concluding the gathering contain a reference to 
Chinese actions in the South China Sea. The Cambodian chairman refused, and the 
meeting dissolved in acrimony. Cambodian officials privately made it clear that they 
acted in response to a demand from China, backed by threat of severe economic 
consequences if Phnom Penh did not comply. In effect, Beijing demonstrated 
capability to veto any united position in ASEAN regarding the South China Sea. 

China's introduction of a tourist cruise boat in the contested waters presents the 
region with another challenge. No Southeast neighbours would dare to shoot at a 
vessel in what they consider their territory if the ship carries civilian tourists. It can be 
argued that China's decision to strip away the veil of ambiguity over its territorial 
intentions in the South China Sea was a strategic blunder. It's generated alarm in 
Southeast Asia, particularly in governments that have their own claims in the area - 
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and even Indonesia. It also produced the 
US "pivot" toward Asia, including statements by the Secretary of Defence that US 
forces would be redeployed to Asia and those redeployments would be shielded 
from budget cuts. Governments in Vietnam, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Indonesia have moved overtly to strengthen security cooperation with the US. A 
region once broadly relaxed and well-disposed toward China is now very much on 
edge. 

The strategic future of Southeast Asia and its maritime precincts is neither cut and 
dried nor predictable. China has staked out a dramatic, even brazen, claim, one 
lacking support in international law, to territory not under its historical control. 
However dubious the claim may be on merits, China has developed the tactics and 
leverage to make that claim a first-order strategic challenge to the region and the US. 

(Marvin Ott is a public policy scholar with the Woodrow Wilson International Centre for 
Scholars and adjunct professor and visiting research scholar with Johns Hopkins University.) 

Source: Real Clear World, 11 April 

Not the Border, Nor the Ocean 

-- Raja Menon 

Some high-level exchanges between China and India at the BRICS summit have 
been in the news. The Chinese president has sounded off on five ideas to maintain 
peace between the Asian giants. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has put across 
the plea that China's ties with others must not hurt India. Both leaders have been 
sagacious in their demands. Because, if there is space, as the Chinese say, for two 
tigers on the same mountain, and India has to be convinced that China's rise is 
peaceful, Beijing is going to have to change its foreign policy in a major way. 

It is not the boundary dispute that is worrying. Despite its length and the vagueness 
of the line in some areas, the boundary has been a line of peace and tranquillity for 
two decades. Neither side has any intention to disturb the peaceful status quo 
despite disputed claims. Nor is there a real worry that either side has plans to break 
the peace with a blitzkrieg. All the manoeuvring around with movements of troops, 
airfields and rocket batteries on either side of the line doesn't quite convince the 

http://www.realclearworld.com/articles/2013/04/11/winning_the_south_china_sea_fight_without_firing_a_shot_105069.html
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other side that an attack is imminent or being seriously planned. If a permanent 
settlement is decades away, it doesn't really matter — as the Chinese say, leave the 
dispute to the next generation. 

China's presence in the Indian Ocean could have been another worry, but it has 
already taken place amidst some huge yawns. The Chinese task group off Somalia 
now has a refuelling base in the Seychelles instead of the Omani coast, but neither 
its size nor its activities are of concern to maritime strategists. True, one day when 
China has built its navy sufficiently to meet its needs in the west Pacific and has 
another aircraft carrier and, more importantly, a working carrier air group, it will come 
to the Indian Ocean and disturb the balance. 

If the reason why China wants to operate in the Indian Ocean is to protect its huge 
inflow of resources, it could discuss the issue with India or India's navy, but it is 
perfectly alright if it chooses not to do so. China's southward expansion to connect its 
hinterland to the Indian Ocean is understandable to Indian maritime strategists. So 
misunderstandings can be avoided even without talks. Tibet could have been a 
possible source of trouble, but India has confirmed Chinese sovereignty in that 
region and if Beijing apprehends trouble there, it is purely an internal matter for the 
Chinese government. Tibetan separatism is an issue between the Tibetans and 
Beijing, with no role for India, which has done more than enough to restrict the 
freedom of the Dalai Lama in India. 

So what could come in the way of these two countries maintaining a historical Asian 
relationship without wandering into realpolitik and Western theories of international 
relations? The answer is Beijing's long, tenacious, unremitting and viciously anti-
Indian stance of helping Pakistan with nuclear weapons and nuclear technology. The 
history of this assistance began in 1983, when India was inoffensive and weak, 
bumbling along at a Hindu rate of growth. Since then, the Chinese have been at the 
heart of Pakistan's nuclear weapon capability. From the M9 (Shaheen1) missile 
factory at Fatehjung to the nuclear bomb design, to the use of the Chinese explosive 
test facility, to technical assistance in both missile and weapon technology, the 
Chinese have armed Pakistan over three decades. Part of the Chinese deceit is that, 
during every goodwill visit of the Chinese or Indian premier to the other country, 
there has been a simultaneous and clandestine transfer of weapon or missile 
technology to Pakistan. Any numbers of Indian experts have confronted the Chinese 
with their aggressive and duplicitous help to Pakistan, but except for one Chinese 
scholar there has always been stony silence. 

Today, China's continued assistance threatens to take Pakistan's arsenal well 
beyond minimum credible deterrence, and induce an arms race in the subcontinent. 
Pakistan's unusual uranium arsenal is currently in the process of a massive 
makeover to plutonium and a plutonium-uranium weapon bomb line, with Chinese 
assistance. The first indication came with the test-firing of the Babur cruise missile in 
2004. The Babur is common to Pakistan and China since it shares an ancestor — 
the AS-15 Ukrainian missile left behind by the departing Russians. The Babur has a 
smaller diameter than ballistic missiles and needs a miniaturised weapon, which can 
only be plutonium-based. Now we have the Nasr, an admittedly tactical nuclear 
weapon with an even smaller diameter than the Babur. Its nose cone will have a 
volume similar to the US nuclear artillery, and there is little chance of the Pakistanis 
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producing such a small nuclear warhead without explosive testing. So it is not 
difficult to guess where that will come from. 

This matter is a huge Sino-Indian foreign policy problem and it will not go away with 
Manmohan Singh's sage and kindly advice. The Indian system needs to first 
acknowledge that there is a Chinese-induced problem with Pakistani nuclear 
weapons instead of cowering under the Indian nuclear doctrine of a second strike. 
The power differential between India and China is alarming, but enough strategic 
options exist to confront the Chinese. 

(The writer retired as a rear admiral from the Indian navy.) 

Source: The Indian Express, 12 April 

 

Navy Helps Seize $100m of Heroin in Indian Ocean 

An Australian-led combined task force 
has seized 500 kilograms of heroin in 
a multi-national naval operation in the 
Indian Ocean. The seizure of the 
drugs, with a street value of $100 
million, is said to be one of the largest 
in maritime history. HMAS 
Toowoomba, along with Canadian 
warship HMCS Toronto, tracked and 
boarded the vessel carrying the heroin 

near Tanzania. The boarding occurred as part of Focused Operation Southern 
Sweep, which is designed to assist counter-terrorism efforts and aims to disrupt the 
movement of heroin from Afghanistan into East Africa by sea. 

Task force commander Commodore Charles 
McHardie said the Australian-led intelligence 
gathering, planning, coordination and 
direction was central to the mission's 
success. He said heroin trafficking was a 
major funding source for terrorist groups. 
"The destruction of this cargo strikes at the 
financial heart of global terrorist 
organisations," Commodore McHardie said. 
"It's the first time this task force has operated 
for any extended period of time down off the 
East African coast. “Generally we've been operating further north up in the north 
Arabian Sea and we believe that operating at the termination of where this drug is 
being smuggled into East Africa is working for us. "Australia is serious about striking 
at the financial heart of these international terrorist organisations by removing drug 
money from the streets." The task force is one of three commanded by the 
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), which includes 27 nations in the naval 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/not-the-border-nor-the-ocean/1101073/0
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partnership. The CMF mission is to promote security, stability and prosperity across 
the Arabian Gulf, the Gulf of Oman, the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. 

Source: ABC News, 2 April 

Vietnam to Receive Advanced Russian Sub in 2013 

As tensions remain high in the South China 
Sea between Vietnam and China, Hanoi is 
reportedly set to receive its first of six 
advanced submarines from Russia. Ria Novsti 
reported that “The first of six Varshavyanka 
class (Project 636M) diesel-electric 
submarines will be delivered to Vietnam in 
2013 as scheduled.”  

Commonly referred to as the Kilo-class, the subs reportedly boast “advanced stealth 
technology, extended combat range and ability to strike land, surface and 
underwater targets.” Hanoi placed an order for six of the Russian-made subs back in 
2009. According to the report by Ria Novsti, the contract, which also has provisions 
for the training of Vietnamese submarine crews in Russia, is reportedly valued at 
US$2 billion. According to a recent article from USNI News, Vietnam has ordered the 
most advanced variant of the Kilo, the improved 636MV.  

The USNI article explained: “The Project 636 Kilo-class submarine has been dubbed 
the “black hole” by the U.S. Navy for its level of quietness. The Project 636MV-class 
sub has improved stealth features through the removal of flooding ports and treating 
the hull with multilayer anechoic rubber tiles. The tiles are fitted on casings and fins 
to absorb active sonar waves that reduce and distort the return signal. The anechoic 
tiles also shield sounds from within the submarine thus reducing the range of 
detection by passive sonar.” 

The new subs could also be part of Vietnam’s attempt to develop its own anti-access 
capabilities. James Holmes pointed out in a recent article: “Submarines offer 
enormous bang for the buck, and they are survivable. Still, this also means that 
advances in Chinese antisubmarine warfare could nullify Vietnam’s effort to fend off 
the PLA Navy. 

Next, Vietnamese access denial could take on an offensive as well as a defensive 
character. Vietnamese Kilos could, say, loiter unseen off the Chinese naval station at 
Sanya, on Hainan Island, holding PLA Navy submarines at risk at the delicate 
moment when they are entering or leaving port—exposing them to enemy action.” 
While such a purchase by Vietnam will surely increase its undersea capabilities, it 
will take years for such subs to come online. All of the vessels crews will need to 
undergone extensive training and the subs will also need to be thoroughly tested. 
Also, all six submarines will not all be available for duty at all times, as such vessels 
are cycled in and out of service for repair and training. 

Source: The Diplomat, 2 April 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-04-02/100m-worth-of-heroin-seized-in-indian-ocean/4605142
http://thediplomat.com/flashpoints-blog/2013/04/02/vietnam-to-recieve-advanced-russian-sub-in-2013/
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US to Open Maritime Facilitates in Georgia 

The US will open several facilities in Georgia 
to ensure the safety of maritime boundaries. 
The US Embassy in Georgia told that US 
Ambassador Richard Norland will visit Batumi 
and Poti on April 1-3, where he will participate 
in several activities and meet with 
representatives of the local authorities. 
According to the information, the ambassador 
will open the maritime operations control 
centre in Supsa. The centre is a unique facility 
in the Black Sea. Its purpose is to combat 

trafficking and crime through inter-ministerial cooperation. The US administration 
allocated $1.2 million to the project within the export and border security control 
program. The opening of the marine operations centre will strengthen the security of 
the Georgian borders as a transit country. Norland will also visit a control group in a 
container customs control zone and deliver "Toyota Land Cruiser" car in Poti. 
Afterwards, he will open a facility to repair Coast Guard vessels. The US allocated 
$6 million for its establishment and $12 million to strengthen the security of maritime 
boundaries and Georgian Coast Guard since 2006. 

Source: World Bulletin, 2 April 

Italian Marines Face Death in India despite Assurances 

Apart from booking the two Italian marines under Section 302 (murder) of IPC, the 
NIA, probing the Italian marines' case, will slap charges against them under an Act 
that could entail death penalty. In a related development, Supreme Court has lifted 
the ban it imposed on Italian envoy Daniele Mancini over leaving India - all 
restrictions imposed have reportedly been lifted. It will be for the first that the agency 
will be invoking the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against Safety of Maritime 
Navigation and Fixed Platform on Continental Shelf Act, 2002. Section 3 a (i) of the 
Act says, "If any person causes death to any person shall be punished with death". 
Till now, the two marines, Massimilano Lattore and Salvatore Girone, were facing 
trial only under Section 302 for allegedly killing two Indian fishermen on February 15, 
2012. NIA officials said a decision to change the charges from Section 302 to 
Section 304, culpable homicide not amounting to murder, will be taken once the 
probe is concluded. Under this section, convicts get a lower punishment. The agency 
is yet to file an FIR, after which it will seek access to the marines. Officials will also 
speak to the victims' families and eyewitnesses.  

The move might result in a diplomatic row between Italy and India as External Affairs 
Minister Salman Khurshid had, in a statement in the Parliament, had said that the 
marines' case would not fall under the rarest of the rare category that attracts death 
penalty. The Home Ministry took the decision after the Supreme Court ruled that the 
Kerala government cannot prosecute the marines. The Centre has asked the NIA to 
complete the probe in two months. Meanwhile, the government may also inform the 
SC about the case being handed over to the NIA. It may also tell the court that there 
is no need to constitute a special court as the NIA has a designated court both in 

http://www.worldbulletin.net/?aType=haber&ArticleID=105784
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Kerala and Delhi. On January 18, the SC had said that the marines be shifted to 
Delhi and kept under the 'custody' of the court till the Centre constitutes a special 
court. Sources say the trial is likely to be conducted at the Patiala House Courts in 
Delhi. 

Source: The Indian Express, 2 April 

Beijing’s New Kingpins Taking Aggressive Maritime Stance 

China has intensified naval and coastal drills that analysts say typify Beijing’s new 
aggressive leaders. China again calls the moves part of its “peaceful rise,” but 
actually are expansionist so troubling neighbours. Recently, China completed its 
high-publicity naval operation to the outer limits of Beijing’s “nine-dash line” territorial 
grab of the South China Sea. Alongside it was the merging of five civilian armed 
agencies into one heavy-duty coast guard to assert control over the disputed zone. 

The naval manoeuvre was openly provocative. From Sanya base in Hainan Island a 
four-ship fleet sailed 870 miles to James Shoal, 50 miles from Malaysia’s coast and 
within its continental shelf. The ships proceeded to Mischief Reef, 130 miles from the 
Philippine coast within its continental shelf, but 800 miles from China. Before 
returning to port the fleet conducted blue-water exercises at the Bashi Channel 
between the Philippines and Taiwan. The websites of China’s People’s Liberation 
Army-Navy and state news agency Xinhua carried up-to-date reports on the 11-day 
operation that started March 19. Highlighted was the flagship, an amphibious landing 
vessel. Featured too was the simultaneous pledging by the ships’ crew “to defend 
the South China Sea, maintain national sovereignty, and strive towards the dream of 
a strong China.” 

Hong Kong’s Sunday Morning Post quoted Beijing naval expert Li Jie as saying: 
“The intended message by the PLA Daily and other official reports was to tell the 
world that, no matter what speculation was made by neighbouring countries involved 
in territorial disputes with us in the South China Sea; our navy will still conduct patrol 
and training missions there. It’s to show our determination to defend our ocean 
territory.” Founded on undisclosed “ancient maps,” Beijing’s nine-dash line 
encompasses nearly all of the South China Sea. Encroached are coastal waters of 
Vietnam, Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines. Manila has brought the 
issue for arbitration under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. The UNCLOS 
grants coastal nations 200-mile exclusive economic zones, which China trespasses. 

Quoting another naval observer, Prof. Ni Lexiong of Shanghai, the Post said China 
also has dispatched more ships to the disputed Diaoyu Islands, which Japan also 
claims and calls the Senkakus, in the East Sea. In late 2012 China fortified the Subi 
Reef in the 200 or so Spratly Isles, also claimed by the Philippines, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Brunei, and Taiwan. The moves quickly followed Xi Jinping’s ascent in 
November as head of the Chinese Communist Party and the Central Military 
Commission. 

Xi also took over the presidency last March 14, the National People’s Congress 
legislated a unified coast guard. Merged were the China Maritime Surveillance 
(CMS), the Border Control Department, the Fisheries Law Enforcement Command, 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/italian-marines-face-death-in-india-despite-assurances/1096315/0
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the Customs Anti-Smuggling Bureau, and the Maritime Safety Administration. The 
five used to be under distinct ministries, vying for funding and influence. Their rivalry 
led to numerous encounters with neighbours, earning for them the moniker of “the 
five dragons stirring up the sea.” That the five were fused into the CMS, under the 
State Oceanic Administration, shows China’s economic-paramilitary end. By posting 
civilian vessels to disputed areas of the South China Sea, Beijing can claim to be 
non-provocative, yet just as aggressive. The Economist last week quoted the think-
tank International Crisis Group as analysing that the merger could open China to 
joint coast guard exercises with other countries. But such peaceful hope quickly was 
dashed when Beijing announced that three CMS vessels in the Diaoyus were 
planning a landing party at “an appropriate time.” The unified agency, it bragged, had 
become an unstoppable dragon “full of strength from head to foot.” 

In calling for China to become a maritime power, President Xi wants to be seen as 
different from predecessor president Hu Jintao and premier Wen Jiabao. Both had 
been criticized for “weakness” in avoiding confrontation. In contrast, Xi is one of the 
princelings, aggressive scions of communist party elders who rose up the ranks 
through nepotism. Before his ascent, Xi’s fellow-“Crown Prince Party men,” though 
all lower-ranking, were known to overrule sub-ministers and local administrators. 
Shanghai’s Professor Ni said, “As someone from the princeling background, Xi is 
more assertive and will certainly take a tougher stance on the issues in the East and 
South China seas.” 

Source: The Philippine Star, 3 April 

Chinese Warships Slipped under Radar: Malaysia 

The Malaysian government said its navy did not notice Chinese warships near its 
waters on April 2, 2013, despite China's assertion that it had sent four ships carrying 
troops and helicopters to the southernmost tip of its territorial claims in the South 
China Sea. China had said its warships had been sent to James Shoal, some 80 
kilometres from Malaysian waters. Malaysia's Foreign Ministry said it had taken note 
of the reports from Chinese state media but declined to comment further. 

In an unprecedented move, Beijing undertook naval exercises at the southernmost 
point of its claims in the disputed waters, with its naval crew pledging to protect 
China's territorial sovereignty in the South China Sea. Observers say this is the first 
time Chinese state media has publicised the naval exercises and could be sending a 
signal to Southeast Asian countries that it might resort to using force to claim the 
islands. Apart from China's navy possibly not entering waters claimed by Malaysia, 
analysts say another reason why Kuala Lumpur is downplaying China's move could 
be that it is currently focused on domestic affairs, with general elections just weeks 
away and the government still cracking down on Sulu militants in Sabah. 

"The Malaysian government is seen to have turned more inward by focusing on 
domestic policies in recent years and it is more important for the government to drive 
out the Sulu militants and monitor people's movements in Sabah than respond to 
external movements at this point in time," said Joseph Liow, associate dean of 
Singapore's S Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological 
University. Some 200 militants intruded into Sabah nearly two months ago, pressing 

http://www.philstar.com/opinion/2013/04/03/926314/beijings-new-kingpins-taking-aggressive-maritime-stance
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a centuries-old claim on parts of the state. The disruption has caused unhappiness 
among locals in Sabah, traditionally the ruling Barisan Nasional's stronghold in 
winning federal power in the general elections. So "it's not surprising that Malaysia 
may not have kept its eye on the ball on the Chinese naval fleet's movement off 
Malaysia's coast," Dr Liow said. 

Maritime analysts say the naval exercises could be an annual affair, as China steps 
up its territorial claims on the South China Sea islands, with parts also claimed by 
Vietnam and the Philippines. Malaysia, Brunei and Indonesia have also laid claim to 
the nearby islands. "There is little Southeast Asian countries can do about it, as none 
of the ASEAN countries have the size or resources to take on China," said Dr 
Hamzah Ahmad, an academic specialising in maritime law and security at Universiti 
Malaya. "Malaysia is likely to avoid confrontation with China so long as the economic 
ties China has with the region are not disrupted." 

Source: The Nation, 3 April 

Ready to Induct MiG Squadron in May, India Awaits Carrier 

With the first squadron of carrier-based fly-by-wire MiG-29K fighters to be formally 
inducted into the navy next month, India is now keeping its fingers crossed on 
Russia delivering the 45,000-tonne INS Vikramaditya aircraft carrier by 2013 end, 
after a delay of over five years. The Admiral Gorshkov warship will be put on trial on 
Barents Sea between May and July and commissioned by Sevmash shipyard on 
White Sea in November 2013. 

Government sources said the 2012 “boiler furnace brickwork” problem, encountered 
in seven of the eight boilers, had been rectified and the Naval Headquarters believes 
that the ship — modification and refitting of which would cost around $2.3 billion — 
will be on India’s western seaboard by November-December this year. With India’s 
sole aircraft carrier — the 54-year-old INS Viraat — undergoing an overhaul and 
scheduled to join active duty by mid-2013, there is urgency in the acquisition of 
Vikramaditya as the Chinese PLA Navy will put its aircraft carrier Liaoning on high 
sea trial this year. 

Acquired as junk named Varyag from Ukraine, Liaoning— refurbished at the Dalian 
shipyard — is expected to acquire combat capability within two years. As a first step 
towards formally acquiring Vikramaditya, 16 aircraft of Russian MiG-29 K fighters will 
be commissioned into the Indian Navy in Goa on May 11. While this squadron of 
multi-role fighters will be christened 303-squadron, the navy will acquire another 29 
aircraft for its second squadron.  

The new aircraft carrier will be based at Karwar in Karnataka under the Western 
Naval Command and will give India the much needed long legs in the Indian Ocean 
region. “The delivery of INS Vikramaditya figured in summit meeting between Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh and Russian President Vladimir Putin in Delhi on 
December 24, 2012. We hope that high sea aviation and speed trials of INS 
Vikramaditya would be smooth,” said a defence ministry official. 

Source: Hindustan Times, 3 April 

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/aec/Chinese-warships-slipped-under-radar-KL-says-30203240.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/Ready-to-induct-MiG-squadron-in-may-India-awaits-carrier/Article1-1036921.aspx
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14 Pakistani Fishermen Released From Kerala Jail 

Fourteen Pakistani fishermen, lodged in 
the central prison here after being taken 
into custody by the Indian Navy six 
months back for crossing into the Indian 
waters near Lakshadweep Islands, have 
been sent back to their country. The 
Pakistani nationals left for the Wagah 
border by train last evening escorted by 
Kerala police personnel after completing 
the official procedures for their release, 
ADGP (Prisons), Alexandar Jacob said. 
Kerala police would hand them over 

them to Intelligence Bureau officials, who in turn, would entrust the group to their 
Pakistani counterparts, Jacob said. 

The Pakistani fishermen and an Iranian were taken into custody by the Navy after 
their boat was intercepted near Kavarati in Lakshadweep some six months back, he 
said. They were detained under the Indian Passport Act and the allied laws as they 
did not have any travel documents with them at the time of their arrest, he said. 
Prison sources said since the Lakshadweep administration did not have the legal 
authority to handle cases like this involving foreigners, the Navy first brought them to 
Kochi and later shifted them to the Poojappura Central Jail here. The detainees were 
released after the IB made an 'extensive' inquiry and confirmed that none of them 
were wanted in any terrorism-related cases, sources said. 

The fishermen claimed they had sailed a long distance in search of fish stock and 
got caught in the ocean currents by the time they reached Lakshadweep area. The 
IB officials later informed their Pakistani counterparts about the detention of their 
nationals here. The procedures for sending them back to Pakistan were completed 
after getting permission from the Central government and the local court, they said. 
The Iranian national is still under detention as the due procedures have to be 
completed in his case, sources added. 

Source: The Indian Express, 4 April 

The South China Sea is an Important World Energy Trade Route 

Stretching from Singapore and the Strait 
of Malacca chokepoint in the southwest 
to the Strait of Taiwan in the northeast, 
the South China Sea is one of the most 
important energy trade routes in the 
world. Almost a third of global crude oil 
and over half of global liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) passes through the South 
China Sea each year. The Strait of 
Malacca is the shortest sea route 
between African and Persian Gulf 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/14-pakistani-fishermen-released-from-kerala-jail/1097595/0
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suppliers and Asian consumers. The strait is a critical transit chokepoint and has 
become increasingly important over the last two decades. In 1993, about 7 million 
barrels per day (bbl/d) of oil and petroleum products (20% of world seaborne oil 
trade) passed through the Strait of Malacca, according to the Centre for Naval 
Analysis. EIA estimates that by the end of 2011, trade through Malacca was greater 
than 15 million bbl/d, or about one-third of all seaborne oil. In comparison, the world's 
most important chokepoint for maritime transit, the Strait of Hormuz between the 
Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea, had an oil flow of about 17 million bbl/d in 
2011  (see World Oil Transit Chokepoints). Average daily oil consumption worldwide 
in 2011 was about 88.3 million bbl/d. 

A significant amount of crude oil arriving in the Strait of Malacca (1.4 million bbl/d) 
goes to terminals in Singapore and Malaysia instead of continuing on to the South 
China Sea. After processing, this crude oil is shipped out again to Asian markets 
through the South China Sea as refined petroleum products, such as motor gasoline 
and jet fuel. The rest of the crude oil passes through the South China Sea to China 
and Japan, the two largest energy consumers in Asia. Finally, about 15% of crude oil 
moving through the South China Sea goes on to the East China Sea, mostly to 
South Korea. Crude oil flow in the South China Sea also comes from intraregional 
trade, particularly from Malaysian, Indonesian, and Australian crude oil exports. 
Intraregional trade is distributed evenly among Singapore, South Korea, Japan, and 
China, with smaller amounts going to other Southeast Asia countries. 

The South China Sea is also a major 
destination for LNG exports. About 6 
trillion cubic feet (Tcf) of liquefied 
natural gas, or more than half of 
global LNG trade, passed through the 
South China Sea in 2011. Half of this 
amount continued on to Japan, with 
the rest of it going to South Korea, 
China, Taiwan, and other regional 
countries. Almost 75% of all LNG 
exports to the region came from 
Qatar, Malaysia, Indonesia, and 
Australia. 

With growing demand for natural gas in East Asia, the South China Sea's share of 
global LNG trade will likely increase in the coming years. Moreover, Japan has 
increased its LNG imports to replace the energy lost from nuclear power outages 
following the Fukushima crisis. Much of the new supply will come through the Strait 
of Malacca, although some countries like Indonesia are investing in their own LNG 
export capacity. Finally, large quantities of coal from Australia and Indonesia, the 
world's two largest coal exporters, pass through the South China Sea to markets 
around the world, especially to China, Japan, and India. These coal shipments 
include both steam coal used for generating electricity and process heat as well as 
metallurgical coal that are a key ingredient in primary steel production. For more 
information, see the South China Sea Regional Analysis Brief. 

Source: US Energy Information Administration, 4 April 

http://www.eia.gov/countries/regions-topics2.cfm?fips=WOTC&trk=c
http://www.eia.gov/countries/regions-topics.cfm?fips=SCS
http://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.cfm?id=10671&src=email
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President Honours Naval Officer for Circumnavigation Feat 

It will be dreams come true for Lt Commander Abhilash Tomy when President 
Pranab Mukherjee felicitated the naval officer in Mumbai for his feat in completing a 
non-stop solo circumnavigation of the globe under sails in 150 days.  34-year-old 
Tomy was the cynosure of all eyes during the visit of Mukherjee for the concluding 
ceremony of accomplishment of Sagar Parikrama-2-Solo Non-Stop Unassisted 
Circumnavigation. The Indian Navy had launched the project Sagar Parikrama I on 
August 19, 2009 in an indigenously built yacht named Mhadei and the first such 
Circumnavigation was accomplished by Commander Dilip Donde on May 22, 2010 
with Tomy being his stand-by officer who assisted him at all the ports touched during 
his seven-month voyage. However, Lt Cdr Tomy completed the second expedition 
alone on March 31 thereby making him the first Indian to accomplish this feat and 
joins the ranks of 80 others worldwide to complete this task. His expedition was 
flagged off from Mumbai on November 1, 2012 and during the expedition, he sailed 
non-stop covering all three major Capes -- Cape Leeuwin off Australia, Cape Horn at 
the southern tip of South America and Cape of Good Hope. When Lt Cdr Tomy, a 
maritime reconnaissance pilot, crossed the 10,000 nautical mile mark non-stop on 
January 9, 2013, he became the first Indian to do so. Frenchman Francis Joyon 
holds the world record for fastest non-stop solo circumnavigation completing the feat 
in 67 days in January 2008. 

Source: Zee News, 5 April 

Chinese Subs Detected South of Sri Lanka 

The Indian Navy has strong indications that a fleet of 
Chinese nuclear submarines is making frequent forays 
into the Indian Ocean and Chinese submarines were 
detected at least 13 occasions just south of Sri Lanka, 
India’s ‘Headlines Today’ reported. Headlines-Today 
has exclusive access to a report from the Indian Navy to 

the Defence Ministry that says 22 unknown submarine contacts were detected by 
Indian and US sonar in the Indian Ocean. The assessment is that China is the only 
other navy capable of operating in the area. The assessment has been confirmed by 
US and Indian intelligence inputs. The extent of Chinese submarines' unchallenged 
forays into the Indian Ocean can be deeply troubling for the Indian Navy. Sources tell 
Headlines Today that one contact with a suspected Chinese submarine took place 
just 90 km from Indian soil in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Six contacts took 
place north-west of the Straits of Malacca, 13 south of Sri Lanka and two as far as 
the Arabian Sea. The first such Chinese submarine was spotted on sonar in August 
2012 during a patrol of Indian and US navy ships, confident that they are the only 
two navies operating in the southern part of the Indian Ocean. According to the 
report, the People's Liberation Army's naval wing is deploying the state-of-the art 
nuclear submarines on a 10,000-mile deep-water run. The launch location is Sanya 
in the South China Sea. Official sources say the Chinese submariners could be 
preparing to sneak into India's backyard, test Indian Navy's conviction in keeping 
them out and probably pioneer a permanent presence in the Indian Ocean region. 

Source: Daily Mirror, 5 April 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/president-to-honour-naval-officer-for-circumnaviga_839946.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/news/27740-chinese-submarines-detected-south-of-sl-report.html
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US’ New Maritime Spy Drone Program is Finally Getting off the Ground 

The world's oceans are massive, 
easily big enough to hide a whole fleet 
of surface ships if not carefully 
monitored. That's why the Pentagon's 
newest Broad Area Maritime 
Surveillance (BAMS) platform will 
keep its eyes peeled for enemy carrier 
groups from 60,000 feet up. The 
Northrop Grumman MQ-4C Triton 

does over the ocean what the RQ-4 Global Hawk does over land: continuous wide-
area aerial surveillance. It's designed to take over the role of the aging P-3 Orion, 
complement the Boeing P-8 Poseidon, a multi-mission aircraft based on the 737, and 
relay ISR information—specifically signals intelligence—to both carrier groups in the 
region and the Joint Forces Maritime Component Commander. 

The Triton measures 48 feet long with a 130-foot wingspan. A single Rolls-Royce AE 
3007 turbofan powers the UAS to speeds up to 375 MPH and altitudes up to 60,000 
feet while toting more than 5,600 pounds of equipment. It can then remain aloft for 
up to 30 hours and cover some 2,000 nm. Since the Triton will face different climates 
and conditions than the Global Hawk, many of the MQ-4C's have been re-
engineered for naval operations. "The modifications include anti/de-ice, bird strike 
and lightning protection to meet planned mission profiles and a due regard radar for 
safe separation from other aircraft," Capt. Jim Hoke, program manager, told Defence 
Tech. 

The Triton's sensor payload includes a 360-degree multifunction active sensor radar 
array capable of spotting surface ships and missiles, EO/IR sensors, and an 
automatic identification system (AIS) receiver, which allows the drone to identify and 
classify ships based on their transponder signals. It also includes high-res, auto-
targeting camera for video surveillance and communications equipment that will 
allow it to act as a line-of-sight node between two ships on either side of the horizon. 
This $1.16 billion project has been in development since 2008 and debuted last June. 
To date, only two prototypes have been completed, though at third is nearly ready. 
Ground tests were scheduled to begin in late last September (so as to work out any 
bugs in the flight software before launching the UAS). 

"Ground testing signifies our steady 
progress toward conducting Triton's 
first flight," said Steve Enewold, 
Northrop Grumman's Triton program 
manager, in a press statement. 
"Through numerous engine runs and 
checks with communications systems 
between the aircraft and ground 
controllers, we can ensure that 
everything is working properly before 
entering taxi testing as the next step in 
our efforts."  And with the successful completion of those taxi tests, the MQ-4C is 
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currently prepping for its first flight later this spring and conduct Initial Operational 
Test and Evaluations by 2015. From there, a fleet of 68 MQ-4Cs stationed in Hawaii; 
Diego Garcia; NAS Jacksonville, Florida; Kadena Air Base, Japan; NAS Point Mugu, 
California; NAS Sigonella, Italy; and Andersen Air Force Base, Guam will take to the 
skies over international waters. 

Source: GIZMODO, 5 April 

Policy Short-Sight Impacts Maritime Trade: VPT Chief 

India and China ruled the seas in the 14 century at a time when no other nation was 
on the horizon. India, since then, had ignored its maritime interests due to various 
factors and today we were near the bottom of the table, Chairman of the 
Visakhapatnam Port Trust Ajeya Kallam said. “China has fared much better and 
today it is the largest shipbuilding nation in the world. India stands fifth with an 
insignificant percentage contribution to the world shipping capacities,” he said 
addressing a function organised to celebrate the 50 National Maritime Day at the 
Deputy Conservator’s Office. 

After Independence, the policymakers had ignored maritime trade, he said, adding 
that investment in this sector could have created a lot of jobs. Waterways were not 
only the cheapest form of transport but also helped save energy and cause minimal 
pollution, he pointed out. It was unfortunate that due to our policy short-sight we did 
not have shipping capacities that were required to carry our strategically important 
cargo such as petroleum. “We have to depend on foreign carriers and their 
availability which is scary,” he said. The Visakhapatnam port had recorded a 
negative growth for the first time in its history because the on-going expansion works 
had reduced the cargo handling capacities, said VPT Deputy Chairman G.V.L. Satya 
Kumar. “Sacrifice is essential to ensure the port has a future and is ready to meet the 
emerging challenges,” he noted. “It is this willingness to look at the future that is 
essential, but missing in the larger context of the nation,” he pointed out. There was 
a need to focus on safety at workplace and everyone needed to follow the safety 
protocol to the last word, Engineer & Surveyor of the Merchant Marine Department 
S.V. Durga Prasad said, and urged everyone to inculcate a value of safety in their 
personal and professional lives. A fibre glass pilot boat OB Rattan berry was 
launched to mark the occasion. 

Source: The Hindu, 6 April 

UK’s Bid to Sell Jets to India 

Britain is understood to have decided to make a 
final bid to sell India a squadron of its lightning jet 
fighters and a few submarines belonging to British 
Navy. Lord Mountbatten, who is due to visit India 
towards the end of this month, is expected, by 
informed sources, to use his good offices to 
persuade India to buy British jets and submarines. 
It is no more a secret that Lord Mountbatten played 

a crucial role in the final decision taken by India about five years ago to acquire HMS 

http://gizmodo.com/5993698/americas-new-maritime-spy-drone-program-is-finally-getting-off-the-ground
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/policy-shortsight-impacts-maritime-trade-vpt-chief/article4588078.ece


Page 42 of 73 

“Hercules” as Indian Navy’s first aircraft carrier. Indian Air Force, at present, has a 
choice of three fighters’ aircraft: British Lightning, French Mirage and Soviet MIG.  

Source: Deccan Chronicle, 6 April 

Russian Frigate Built for India Begins Final Trials 

The final trials of the last in a series of three 
frigates that will be handed over to India in June 
have begun in the Baltic Sea, a Russian official 
has said. The frigate that Russia is building for 
India at the Yantar shipyard in the Baltic exclave 
of Kaliningrad has started final trials, shipyard 
spokesman Sergei Mikhailov said. The Trikand 

frigate carried out workup trials on March 14 and was cleared for final state trials on 
April 4, Mikhailov said, adding the trials will last through the end of April. The frigate 
is due to be handed over to the Indian Navy this June; Mikhailov was quoted by RIA 
Novosti as saying. The first frigate, INS Teg, joined the Indian Navy on April 27, 2012, 
and the second, The Tarkash, arrived at the port of Mumbai in India on December 30, 
2012. Russia and India signed a $ 1.6 billion contract on the construction of three 
modified Krivak III class (also known as Talwar class) guided missile frigates for 
India in 2006. The frigates are each armed with eight BrahMos supersonic cruise 
missiles. They are also equipped with a 100-mm gun, a Shtil surface-to-air missile 
system, two Kashtan air-defence gun/missile systems, two twin 533-mm torpedo 
launchers and an antisubmarine warfare (ASW) helicopter. 

Source: The Economic Times, 6 April 

US 7th Fleet Commander Visited Dhaka  

US Seventh Fleet Commander Vice Admiral Scott H Swift was 
in Dhaka on his three-day visit from 6-8 April 2013. He met the 
Bangladesh navy chief and military and government officials 
and discussed maritime issues. His last visit, this being the 
second, was to attend a weeklong “Cooperation Afloat 
Readiness and Training” (CARAT) exercise of the US and 
Bangladesh navies in Chittagong’s Naval Base Issa Khan 
from September 17. CARAT contributes to regional maritime 
security by enhancing capabilities in areas such as maritime 
interception, information sharing, anti-piracy, anti-smuggling, 

and combined operations at sea, said a US embassy press release. Swift also 
addressed the Bangladeshi press. Seventh Fleet’s area of responsibility includes 
over 124 million square kilometres, extending from the Kuril Islands in the north to 
the Antarctic in the south, and from the International Date Line to the 68th meridian 
east, running down from the India-Pakistan border. At any given time, there are 60-
100 ships, 200-300 aircraft and 40,000 navy and Marine Corps personnel assigned 
to the Seventh Fleet. 

Source: The Daily Star, 7 April 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/130406/commentary-op-ed/commentary/50-years-ago-uk�s-bid-sell-jets-india
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-04-06/news/38327289_1_indian-navy-trikand-yantar
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/us-7th-fleet-commander-arrives/
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Stennis Strike Group Operates in the South China Sea 

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) conducted flight 
operations April 5 in conjunction with maritime security patrols while steaming across 
the South China Sea. Stennis routinely performs aircraft launch and recovery 
operations in cooperation with other US ships in its strike group to enhance regional 
security and maintain operational readiness. 'We are excited to be back in 7th Fleet 
and the South China Sea,' said Capt. John Beaver, commander of Destroyer 
Squadron 21. 'We have long standing partnerships in this region and an on-going 
presence here is evidence of our enduring commitment to the peace and stability of 
Southeast Asia.' Crisscrossing the South China Sea are vital international shipping 
lanes where nearly one-third of the world's shipping passes through.  

The sea and small islands inside it are also subject to territorial disputes by many 
countries in the region due in part to the belief that the area contains large oil and 
gas reserves. The John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group (JCSCSG) entered the 
South China Sea April 4 after concluding a successful three-day port visit to the 
Republic of Singapore where Stennis hosted a formal reception for distinguished 
guests from Singapore and the U.S. Embassy. Sailors also took part in community 
relations projects and experienced local cultures. 

Stennis entered U.S. 7th Fleet March 26 after spending nearly five months in U.S. 
5th Fleet supporting Operation Enduring Freedom. The strike group also participated 
in theatre security cooperation exercises with ships from nations who are equally 
committed to this region including the Royal Navy frigate HMS Monmouth (F 235), 
the French destroyer FS Chevalier Paul (D621), and the Royal Australian Navy 
frigate HMAS Toowoomba (FFH 156). The John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group, 
consisting of Stennis, Carrier Air Wing Nine (CVW 9), Destroyer Squadron 21 and 
guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay (CG 53), is forward deployed to the U.S. 7th 
Fleet area of responsibility promoting maritime security operations and theatre 
security cooperation efforts. 

Source: Global Security, 7 April 

India Lags Behind in Maritime Security Issues: Narayanan 

In a startling revelation, West Bengal governor MK Narayanan said in Kolkata that 
during his tenure as National Security Advisor (NSA), he had tried to install a 
Maritime Security Advisor within the National Security Council Secretariat to 
coordinate India's long term strategic requirements, but failed. He was delivering the 
4th Admiral AK Chatterjee Memorial Lecture on 'India's Security: The Maritime 
Dimension'. Among those present was Vice Admiral Anil Chopra, FOC-in-C, Eastern 
Naval Command. "In the 19th and the better part of the 20th Century, India was 
solely obsessed with land based security threats and neglected the threat from the 
sea. This attitude prevailed almost till the end of the 20th Century, even though by 
then, the Indian Ocean had turned into one of the busiest international shipping 
lanes. Both India and China seem to have woken up at the same time and 
demonstrated a growing interest in marshalling their maritime resources towards the 
end of the last century. The difference between the two countries is that while China 
is far more focused on what it sought and hopes to achieve, India still remains 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2013/04/mil-130407-nns01.htm?_m=3n%2E002a%2E773%2Ebu0ao017zf%2Epe2
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hamstrung “to an extent” by its non-conformist strategic culture, especially when it 
comes to maritime security issues. Consequently, and despite the fact that India's 
vital national interest required the creation of an effective maritime capability, we 
seem to be lagging behind," Narayanan said. 

According to him, India is set to become “within the next decade” the third largest 
economic power in Purchasing Power Parity terms. Several countries in the Indian 
Ocean littoral have begun to flex their sea muscles and India has to demonstrate that 
it intends to maintain a defining position in the Indian Ocean region, to safeguard its 
core national security interests. "Neither complacency, nor old-fashioned ideas that 
have lost much of their relevance over the years, should be allowed to cloud our 
thinking in this regard. Emerging geo-political considerations should primarily dictate 
our actions and thinking. Today, we need to recognise that the potential for conflict 
has shifted and the vast Ocean spaces have become the new conflict zone. It would 
demand drawing up a focused maritime strategy to safeguard our national security. 
India may like to avoid terms like 'conflict' and 'competition' but quite a few of India's 
neighbours, China included, do not shrink from accepting this reality. New institutions 
for regional co-operation and joint naval exercises do strengthen the cause of peace 
on the seas. Yet, these are mere placebos as far as maritime rivalries and future 
conflicts on the seas and Oceans are concerned," the governor added. 

He believes that China is quite likely to dispute India's position as the lead nation in 
the Indian Ocean, sooner rather than later. China's involvement in port building in 
countries like Pakistan and Sri Lanka is a message that it wants to enlarge its 
strategic presence in the region. Chinese academics are now talking about China's 
historic missions in distant seas. "China now has an aircraft carrier and an array of 
quieter, including nuclear powered, attack submarines with long-range nuclear 
warheads. The submarine base at Hainan Island, which shelters both SSNs and 
SSBNs, has made it easier for China to project its power into the Indian Ocean. I 
have a fair idea of our naval capabilities. What I fear is that in terms of quantity at 
least, China seems to have overtaken India, thus exacerbating the atmosphere of 
strategic distrust on the seas which could have unintended consequences," 
Narayanan said. 

Source: The Times of India, 7 April 

China Offers Tours to Disputed Islands 

China has announced plans to launch cruises for 
tourists to a chain of disputed islands in the South 
China Sea claimed by Vietnam and Taiwan. It also 
expressed concerns over North Korea's rhetoric 
about waging war with neighbouring South Korea. 
North Korea is causing fears in Beijing which is 

considering evacuation of its citizens from that country. China, seen as North Korea's 
closest ally, is now giving signs it is uncomfortable with the relationship.  

"No one should be allowed to throw a region and the whole world into chaos for 
selfish gains," Chinese President Xi Jinping said at an economic forum in Hainan 
Province without directly naming North Korea. "While pursuing its own interests, a 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-04-07/kolkata/38345262_1_indian-ocean-maritime-resources-national-security-advisor
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country should accommodate the legitimate interests of others," he added.  The 
disputed Paracels islands in the South China Sea, called Xisha in China, has been 
under Chinese control since a short war with the then South Vietnam in 1974. But 
Vietnam still regards it as its own territory while China has made claims over other 
islands in Vietnamese control. Chinese tourists taking the cruise would live on board 
ships, as the largest island has only one hotel and no fresh water, the official Xinhua 
news agency said. It quoted the Haihang Group ship company as saying that a 
47,000-tonne ship capable of accommodating nearly 2,000 passengers was ready to 
sail and that another was being built. China has been expressing concern over the 
US expanding its military presence in the Asia Pacific and supplying arms to Vietnam. 

Source: The Times of India, 8 April 

Sailing Through Disabilities, Lord Nelson Set to Call at Kochi 

The unique tall ship Lord Nelson-crewed by 
disabled sailors alongside others - which is on 
a ground-breaking voyage to circumnavigate 
the globe, will touch Kochi. Coming to India as 
part of the ‘Norton Rose Sail the World 
Challenge’, the vessel will undertake a costal 
voyage here. The 23-month global voyage, a 
first-of-its-kind initiative organised by UK 
charity Jubilee Sailing Trust (JST) and 

supported by international legal firm Norton Rose.  

The ship has been designed to allow disabled and able-bodied crew to sail alongside 
each other as equals. Currently, there are 40 people on board the ship. Lord Nelson 
crossed the Equator this week and is back in the northern hemisphere for the first 
time since 22 November, 2012. Though now there are no Indian’s on board the 
vessel, five people from here will be among the crew taking part in the in-country 
voyage from April 18 to 24 from Kochi to Kochi, said the officials adding that some 
places have been offered to charity initiatives from here. “The ship is currently 
making her way towards Galle in Sri Lanka, for a quick pit stop there, and will then 
rendezvous with two ships from the Indian Navy for the passage to Kochi. INS 
Tarangini and INS Sudarshini (sail training ships of the Indian Navy) is Lord Nelson’s 
Indian Navy sister ships accompanied her into port. The vessel arrived Kochi on April 
12.  

Source: The New Indian Express, 8 April 

Ghana Oil Finds Changes Maritime Security Dynamics 

Vice Admiral Mathew Quashie, the newly 
appointed Chief of Defence Staff has stated 
that, the discovery of oil offshore in Ghana has 
changed the maritime security dynamics. This 
was contained in a statement from the Ghana 
Navy to the Ghana News Agency. The 
statement said the Navy was facing challenges 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/Fresh-salvo-China-offers-tours-to-disputed-islands/articleshow/19435727.cms
http://newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/article1535185.ece
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such as maritime security threats and a depleted fleet shore for operations, the 
reasons for which government supported the Navy to attain four ships built by China, 
two Warrior-class ships from Germany and a fast Attack Craft donated by South 
Korea. “The fleet of the Navy has since increase to fourteen”, the statement added. 
Vice Admiral Quashie, who was the former Chief of the Naval Staff stated this when 
he delivered his farewell message at the Handing Over ceremony organised at the 
Navy Headquarters. The statement quoted Vice Admiral Quashie as saying “There 
was much wealth to be derived from the sea, thus, we should effectively create a 
safe maritime domain to enable stakeholders to conduct their business in a sound 
environment.” Vice Admiral Quashie thanked the government for investing into the 
Navy and promised Ghanaians that the assets attained would be used to provide 
protection on the newly discovered resources at sea. He advised the Staff of Naval 
Headquarters and personnel of the service to ensure discipline always to maintain 
the image of the Ghana Armed Forces. 

Source: Ghana Business News, 8 April 

US Navy Deploying Laser Weapon Prototype near Iran 

The Navy is going to sea for the first time with a laser attack weapon that has been 
shown in tests to disable patrol boats and blind or destroy surveillance drones. A 
prototype shipboard laser will be deployed on a converted amphibious transport and 
docking ship in the Persian Gulf, where Iranian fast-attack boats have harassed 
American warships and where the government in Tehran is building remotely piloted 
aircraft carrying surveillance pods and, someday potentially, rockets. 

The laser will not be operational until next year, but the announcement by Adm. 
Jonathan W. Greenart, the Chief of Naval Operations, seemed meant as a warning 
to Iran not to step up activity in the gulf in the next few months if tensions increase 
because of sanctions and the impasse in negotiations over the Iranian nuclear 
program. The Navy released video and still images of the laser weapon burning 
through a drone during a test firing. The laser is designed to carry out a graduated 
scale of missions, from burning through a fast-attack boat or a drone to producing a 
nonlethal burst to “dazzle” an adversary’s sensors and render them useless without 
causing any other physical damage. 

The Pentagon has a long history of grossly inflating claims for its experimental 
weapons, but a nonpartisan study for Congress said the weapon offered the Navy 
historic opportunities. “Equipping Navy surface ships with lasers could lead to 
changes in naval tactics, ship design and procurement plans for ship-based 
weapons, bringing about a technological shift for the Navy — a ‘game changer’ — 
comparable to the advent of shipboard missiles in the 1950s,” said the assessment, 
by the Congressional Research Service, a branch of the Library of Congress. 

The study found that the new high-energy laser “could provide Navy surface ships 
with a more cost-effective means of countering certain surface, air and ballistic 
missile targets.” Among the limitations, according to the research service, is that 
lasers are not effective in bad weather because the beam can be disturbed or 
scattered by water vapour, as well as by smoke, sand and dust. It is also a “line of 
sight” weapon, meaning that the target has to be visible, so it cannot handle threats 

http://www.ghanabusinessnews.com/2013/04/08/ghana-oil-find-changes-maritime-security-dynamics-chief-of-defence-staff/
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over the horizon. And enemies can take countermeasures like coating vessels and 
drones with reflective surfaces. 

Navy officials acknowledge that the first prototype weapon to be deployed is not 
powerful enough to take on jet fighters or missiles on their approach. That capability 
is a goal of researchers. Among the advantages cited in the study for Congress was 
the low cost — less than $1 per sustained pulse — of using a high-energy laser 
against certain targets. By comparison, current short-range air-defence interceptor 
missiles cost up to $1.4 million each. The laser weapon also has a limitless supply of 
ammunition — pulses of high energy — so long as the ship can generate electricity. 
The beam can reach its target at the speed of light and can track fast-moving targets. 

Rear Adm. Matthew L. Klunder, the chief of naval research, said the high-energy 
laser system was developed as part of the Navy’s search for “new, innovative, 
disruptive technologies.” In essence, the Navy is trying to harness technological 
advances in battling adversaries that are thinking of inventive ways to counter 
American power. Admiral Klunder said the weapon had destroyed targets in all 12 of 
its field tests. The laser prototype cost just under $32 million, officials said. But if the 
weapon proves itself during its sea trials, and the order is given to buy the laser 
system for service across the fleet, the price per unit is expected to drop. 

Rear Adm. Thomas J. Eccles, the deputy commander for naval systems engineering, 
said the first laser device would be deployed on the Ponce, which serves as a 
floating base for military operations and humanitarian assistance in the waters of the 
Middle East and south-western Asia. Iran has two navies: a traditional force of large 
older ships and a rival one run by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps that 
consists of fast-attack speedboats with high-powered machine guns and crews that 
employ guerrilla tactics, including swarming perilously close to American warships.  

A significant confrontation between the United States and the Revolutionary Guards 
occurred in 2008, when five of Iran’s armed speedboats made aggressive 
manoeuvres as they approached three American warships in international waters in 
the Strait of Hormuz. Pentagon officials said the commander of a Navy destroyer 
was on the verge of issuing an order to fire when the speedboats pulled away; no 
shots were fired. 

Source: The New York Times, 8 April 

PM Urged To Set Up Indo-Lanka Maritime Disputes Body 

With the number of Indian fishermen detained by the Sri Lankan Navy increasing in 
recent times, the National Fish workers Forum (NFF) urged Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh to set up an “Indo-Sri Lanka Maritime Authority” to resolve issues 
like impingement of fishermen’s rights and maritime border-crossing. “We seek the 
intervention of your good office in finding a long-standing solution to this perennial 
issue, on the lines of other countries, sharing common seas, resolved fishermen’s 
dilemmas,” NFF general secretary M Ilango said in a letter to the Prime Minister.  

The letter said many countries having such disputes have established specific 
authorities to resolve fishing and maritime cross-border issues. Countries like Russia, 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/09/world/navy-deploying-laser-weapon-prototype-in-persian-gulf.html?_r=0
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Japan and Koreas are part of such bodies, it added. This NFF’s “urgent letter” to the 
Prime Minister comes against the backdrop of a “total of 75” Indian fishermen having 
been “incarcerated” in Sri Lankan prisons. The number includes 26 fishermen from 
Karaikal part of Pondicherry. A fisherman from Karaikal was shot at by the Sri 
Lankan Navy on March 5, Ilango said. He added that 56 fishermen from 
Ramanathapuram district were taken into custody last week by the Lankan Navy, 
allegedly for intruding into their waters. 

Source: Deccan Herald, 8 April 

Threat from Sea: Submarine Force to be Weakest By 2015 

Defence planners in India are a jittery lot, 
confronting the spectre of an unprecedented 
dip in the undersea attack capabilities of the 
navy. While China is scaling up its 
underwater capabilities, the Indian Navy's 
submarine force levels will be the lowest in 
its history by 2015, a confidential defence 
ministry report has revealed.  

The navy will be left with merely six to 
seven submarines, including India's first and 
only nuclear-armed ballistic missile 

submarine INS Arihant, as it begins phasing out the Russian Kilo class and German 
HDW Type 209 submarines next year. The report warned India had "never before 
been poised in such a vulnerable situation" and the undersea force levels were "at a 
highly precarious state". The navy currently operates 14 submarines, including a 
nuclear-powered attack submarine leased from Russia. However, the "viable 
strength" of its submarine arm is much less, factoring in the operational availability of 
the boats. 

In contrast, China operates close to 45 submarines, including two ballistic missile 
submarines. "China may plan to construct 15 additional Yuan-class attack 
submarines, based on German diesel engine purchases," the report said. It said the 
Yuan-class boats could be equipped with air-independent propulsion systems to 
recharge their batteries without having to surface for more than three weeks, a 
capability currently unavailable with the Indian Navy. 

 The size of India's submarine fleet will roughly be the same as that of the Pakistani 
Navy in two years. "As this critical (undersea) capability is eroded, there is an inverse 
increase in both capability and strength of the Chinese and Pakistani navies," the 
report stated. Six Scorpene submarines are currently being built at the Mazagon 
Dock Ltd in Mumbai with technology from French firm DCNS under a ₹23,562-crore 
project codenamed P-75. But the first of these boats will not be ready before 2016-
17, though it should have been commissioned into the navy last year. The report 
said the delay had "set off a capability gap that will widen" in the coming years. 

Source: Hindustan Times, 9 April 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/324849/pm-urged-set-up-indo.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/Threat-from-sea-submarine-force-to-be-weakest-by-2015/Article1-1039493.aspx
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Confusion over Maritime Disputes in East Asia 

Maritime law experts are concerned about 
an escalation of tension in the South and 
East Asia Seas. They say legal means of 
resolution are currently restricted.  

It appears likely that the disputes over a 
number of tiny islands, reefs and rocks in 
the Far East could further escalate. 
Worrying undertones of nationalism have 

accompanied the clash over the uninhabited East China Sea islands, called Senkaku 
in Japanese and Diaoyu in Chinese. A standoff last year between Chinese fishing 
vessels and Philippine patrol ships lasted for weeks. Attempts to solve the conflict 
through diplomatic channels, however, have shown how limited existing legal 
instruments are to deal with disputes in maritime regions. 

In January, Manila initiated an arbitration process under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) over recent Chinese actions. Beijing 
formally rejected the arbitration in February. In response to the question of whether 
Beijing was being arrogant, maritime law expert Reinhard Drifte told DW that it is not 
as simple as that. "It was simply a tactical manoeuvre," he said. "It was very clear 
that China would reject it." China systematically rejects international arbitration 
except on questions of trade, for instance, within the framework of the WTO. 
Moreover, when China signed the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1996, it 
opted out of the system of compulsory binding dispute settlement for disputes 
relating to maritime boundary delimitation and historic waters, notes Stefan Talmon, 
a Bonn-based legal expert, who believes the Philippines' move will have no impact 
on international law. 

Calculation and propaganda 

Drifte argues that Manila is playing a game of calculation and propaganda, telling the 
international community that it is acting according to international law just as China is 
refusing to do so. As long as Manila consistently disputes Beijing's claim to the 
Scarborough Shoal, the area's international status remains unclear regardless of 
how many vessels China sends to the region or lighthouses it builds there. Talmon 
says this rule also works in principle for other disputed parts of the South and East 
China Seas. This is also the reason why experts believe Japan is in a better position 
than China in the battle for the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands. "From 1895 (when the 
islands were annexed as a no-man’s land) to 1971, Japan was able to claim these 
islands without any counter-claim," said 
Drifte. Only in 1971 did Beijing begin to lay 
claim to the island group itself. 

When Japan and China re-established 
diplomatic relations in 1972 and signed a 
Treaty of Peace and Friendship in 1978, 
Japan raised the question of sovereignty 
over the Senkaku Islands. Beijing 
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suggested, however, that the matter be left to "later generations" to resolve. Japan 
reportedly agreed to this verbally but no longer wants to hear about it today, 
according to Drifte.  

Ironically, the dispute escalated when the two countries ratified the UNCLOS in 1996 
and both declared their claims over exclusive economic zones. Another key incident 
dates back just three years ago when a Chinese fishing trawler collided with two 
Japanese patrol boats and the captain was arrested by Japanese sailors. "For the 
Chinese, a red line had been crossed," said Drifte. “They said 'now we have to file a 
stronger protest than before to make clear our claims over the Diaoyu Islands.” 
Japan's purchase of three islands in September last year was seen as the height of 
provocation. 

Provocation on both sides 

But China, too, is being provocative. China 
has sent naval and paramilitary ships to the 
area and a daily stream of bulletins 
announces ship deployments into the East 
China Sea in what experts see as a strategy 
to overwhelm the numerically inferior 
Japanese forces; and naval combat exercises. 
"The operational goal is to wear out the 
Japanese Self-Defence Force and the Japan 

Coast Guard," said James Holmes, a maritime strategy expert at the US Naval War 
College in Newport, Rhode Island. Holmes believes China will gradually be seen as 
the rightful claimant to the territory if Beijing can succeed in monitoring and 
controlling the territory it claims without any effective counter-measures from rival 
claimants. 

Confusion over China's claims 

In geographical terms, the conflict over the 
East China Sea is quite clear, unlike the 
confusion over the South China Sea, 
according to Australian maritime law expert 
Vivian Forbes. "China needs to tell the 
international community what exactly it 
claims in the South China Sea - which 
islands," he told DW. "It seems to be a 
blanket claim over the whole sea and yet if you talk to Chinese diplomats, they say 
'No, no, no we do not claim the whole sea." For a while, China used the nine-dashed 
line map to lay its claim to the South China Sea, but experts have discredited this 
argument as invalid. Drifte maintains that China's more recent formulations to claim 
"all the islands including the sea that belongs to them" are also wrong and not in line 
with the UN Convention text. "Nobody knows what China is really claiming," he said. 
In 2002, China and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) agreed to 
create a code of conduct. But it has proven difficult to implement considering that 
ASEAN is such a heterogeneous group. Consensus is needed on the part of all the 
member states to formulate confidence-building measures and this is rarely 
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achievable. And official and binding rules have yet to be fixed, adds Drifte. "And 
because this has not yet happened," he said, "this code of conduct lacks the teeth to 
really do something." 

Source: Deutsche Welle, 9 April 

After Sailing Solo, Tomy Now Wants to do it by Micro Light 

After circumnavigating the globe solo in a sailboat, naval officer Lt. Cdr. Abhilash 
Tomy now wants to do so in a micro light for a unique double. "He says there are 
others who have individually done solo's either in the air or by sea, but no one has 
done it in by the seas and air. He wants to be the first person in the world to do so 
and as always, we are with him to achieve his dreams and ambitions," his proud 
father, Lt. Cdr. (retd) V.C. Tomy, told. A resident of Kochi, the 33-year-old Tomy, 
who flies a Dornier aircraft for the Indian Navy, developed a passion for sailing at a 
young age.  

He set sail in his boat, INSV Mhadei, from Mumbai Nov 1, 2012 and returned on 
April 6 to become the first Indian and only the second Asian to achieve this feat by 
going non-stop around the globe in 150 days. He will now return to the naval 
headquarters for a week and then has been given two months leave to rest. The 
Kerala assembly members also applauded Tomy's courageous effort and speaker G. 
Karthikeyan said that Tomy's effort would be a huge boost for the youth in the state 
and in the country. "Being at sea for 150 days and without touching a port or making 
any stop, he became the first Indian and only the second Asian to achieve this 
marvellous feat, which shows courage and determination of the young naval officer 
and the assembly is happy on his feat," said Karthikeyan. 

Chief Minister Oommen Chandy said that as he finished his solo-non-stop journey he 
was received by the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, President Pranab 
Mukherjee and the Indian Navy chief, Admiral DK Joshi in Mumbai on April 6. "A 
naval officer will not get a better reception than this and we are all delighted that he 
is a fellow Keralite and all should be proud of him," said Chandy. Leader of 
Opposition VS Achuthanandan also praised Tomy, saying his daring feat deserves 
"all the accolades and we all salute his efforts".  

Left opposition legislator Thomas Chandy pointed out that Tomy is his neighbour 
near Alappuzha and "we all have decided to honour his gallant efforts by holding a 
fitting welcome when he comes to his home town shortly". "We will honour him by 
holding a snake boat rally," said Chandy. 

Source: News Track India, 9 April 

Top Indian Navy Officer and Naval Ships visit to Male’ 

Indian Naval Ships, INS SUJATA from the First Training Squadron and ICGS 
VARUNA from the Indian Coast Guard, visited Male on a goodwill visit from 08 to 14 
Apr 2013. The First Training Squadron is part of the Southern Naval Command 
located at Kochi, Kerala. The Squadron is commanded by Capt Vinay Kumar 
Sawhney, Senior Officer First Training Squadron.  

http://www.dw.de/confusion-over-maritime-disputes-in-east-asia/a-16728656
http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/2013/04/09/311--After-sailing-solo-around-the-world-Tomy-now-wants-to-do-it-by-microlight-.html
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The Indian Naval Ship Sujata is commanded by Cdr Dalip Singh and the Indian 
Coast Guard Ship Varuna is commanded by Cdr KM Arun Kumar. The primary role 
of the ships is to train young officer cadets of the Indian Navy and the Indian Coast 
Guard in the fine art of seamanship, navigation, astronavigation and   Electrical & 
Marine Engineering. The cadets after 22 weeks of vigorous training graduate from 
the fine portals of this Squadron to undergo their afloat attachment as Midshipmen 
on board Fleet ships of the Indian Navy/Indian Coast Guard. 

The aim of the visit of the ships is to build ‘Bridges of Friendship’ and to foster 
greater people to people interaction between the two countries. During the ships stay 
at Male many professional and social interactions are planned between the Indian 
Navy and Maldivian National Defence Forces. The two ships would also be open for 
the local populace including school children to visit from 0900 to 1600hr on 09 and 
10 Apr 2013. The visit of the two ships would culminate in a joint naval patrol of 
Maldives EEZ in coordination with MNDF Coast Guard.  

As part of the visit Vice Admiral Satish Soni, PVSM, AVSM, NM Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Southern Naval Command also visited Male from 08 to 11 
Apr 2013. The Admiral held talks with the Minister of Defence and National Security, 
Chief of Defence Force and also visited various training establishments of the MNDF. 
During the visit, the Indian side handed over large volume of Gym Equipment for the 
MNDF and spare parts for the Indian Coast Guard Helicopter “Huraavi”, which has 
been gifted by Indian Government to Maldives and presently stationed in Gan, Addu 
City. 

Source: MIADHU, 9 April 

Germans May Find it Hard to Sell their Subs 

Questions have arisen about the efficacy of German 
submarines just before Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh and Chancellor Angela Merkel sit down for 
talks in Berlin when arms trade will be a certain, but 
underplayed, segment of the discussions. A 
submarine tender is too lucrative one to covet and 
like all big ticket military hardware deals, sees 
tremendous undercutting of the rival’s position. This 
time the contest among French, German and 
Russian submarines promises to be no different. 

The last tender, close to ₹20,000 crore, was bagged by the French. The Germans 
were not considered due to a corruption charge that was rejected by the courts. 

Technical problems 

Fingers are being pointed at the poor performance of German submarines in the 
South Korean and Greek navies. The Hindu has independently verified that 
allegations about persisting technical problems with the Korean’s HDW Type 214 
submarines are correct. The informed sources also confirmed that a prototype Greek 
submarine of German design too suffered from serious problems. But the Indian 
Navy, badly short of submarines and struggling to complete the French Scorpene 

http://www.miadhu.com/2013/04/local-news/top-indian-navy-officer-and-naval-ships-visit-to-male/
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project, does not have any complaints about its four German submarines. Sources in 
the Navy said the four HDW submarines were working fine and they were satisfied 
with their performance. The sources expressed ignorance about HDW submarines 
malfunctioning in South Korea. But Korean diplomatic sources admitted there were 
problems. The German submarines with the Indian Navy seemed to have followed 
the same trajectory as the VIP Agusta Westland helicopters. Of the 12 choppers, 
three have arrived while the import of the remaining has been suspended due to 
bribery charge. Similarly, in the case of the German submarines, two arrived from 
the OEM and the other two were assembled here. Then the bribery charge struck 
and the option to build two more was withdrawn. 

Vital shortcoming 

According to the sources, Korean submarines Son Won II, Jeongji and Jung-geun 
were immobilised after the first submarine was badly damaged on the high seas. It 
has also been alleged that the submarines suffer noise problems. This is a vital 
shortcoming in a submarine which has to be as noiseless as possible to avoid 
detection. Or, as Navy officials say, they will be as easy to detect as some Chinese 
submarines that tried to recce the Bay of Bengal. “We picked them up each time they 
came,” claimed a Navy official. Independent sources, however, said the noise levels 
of the German submarines were lower than the requirement but higher than what the 
manufacturers – ThyssenKrupp Marine Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft (HDW) – 
had promised. The sources making the allegations also claimed HDW were fined for 
the persisting technical problems but none could independently verify the charge. In 
the case of Greek submarine Papanikolis, the sources backed their claims with video 
footage that showed an unusual tilt as it dived. The Germans worked on the 
Papanikolis but the government has raised other issues. These problems mean it will 
not be easy sailing for the German submarines when they make a pitch for the 
Indian Navy tender. Currently, the Ministry of Defence is looking at the configuration 
for supply with circumspection and some more time might be required before a firm 
decision is taken to call for bids. Ironically, the allegations against the Germans have 
originated from one of its close allies, thus indicating the cut-throat competition that 
is always an integral component of such large military tenders. 

Source: The Hindu, 10 April 

Around The World in 151 Days 

After successfully circumnavigating the world alone in a yacht, Lieutenant 
Commander Abhilash Tomy of Indian Navy will now put pen and his adventures on 
seven seas to paper. "I have decided to write a book on my voyage. A few publishers 
have approached me. I want to put my travel on record," said Abhilash in an 
interaction with the media at the Southern Naval Command (SNC). Abhilash, who 
braved rough seas and extreme weather in his 151-day non-stop voyage covering 
23,100 nautical miles, said that he preferred the lonely life at sea to one on land with 
the madding crowd. "If I had enough stock of fresh water and food, I would have 
loved to continue with my voyage. Once you are in the sea alone for a long time, you 
start enjoying the solitude. When I headed for Mumbai from Cape of Good Hope, I 
was sad because I knew that my expedition was soon going to end," he said. He had 
his breaks from loneliness when schools of dolphins and whales followed his yacht 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/germans-may-find-it-hard-to-sell-their-subs/article4599258.ece
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while passing through the Atlantic Ocean. "I had the company of dolphins and 
whales. Albatrosses were frequent guests as I passed through the southern 
hemisphere. These birds used to sit on the mast of the yacht," he said. Though it 
was really tough to hold a book steady for reading, Abhilash had the company of 
classics 'One Hundred Years of Solitude' by Gabriel Garcia Marquez and 'Mother' by 
Maxim Gorky. "I could not read many books during my voyage. But I had Marquez 
and Gorky. I also had Bhagavad Gita and the Bible," he said. 

Abhilash, who began his voyage from Mumbai on November 1, 2012 in his boat 
INSV Mhadei, lost nearly 11kg by the time he reached in Mumbai. "I only used to 
have power naps that would last nearly 30 minutes at a stretch. Though I was alone 
in the sea, there was plenty of work each day," he said. His day on the yacht began 
with half-an-hour meditation. Before sending a daily report to the Naval headquarters, 
Abhilash used to prepare a daily schedule based on the weather report he received 
from satellites. "I had the satellite communication system to contact the people on 
land. During the entire voyage, I contacted my parents at Thripu nithura only once, 
that too on their wedding anniversary," he said. Abhilash, who has now become the 
first Indian, 2nd Asian and 79th person to complete such a voyage, feels that he is 
now ready for more adventures. He is even game for a space odyssey! 

Source: The Times of India, 10 April 

Phl to call for ASEAN Action on Maritime Security, Korean Peninsula 

The Philippines will call on the ASEAN for concerted action on 
issues related to maritime security and the situation in the Korean 
peninsula during the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM) in Bandar 
Seri Begawan on April 10 and 11. Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert 
del Rosario left for Brunei to attend the AMM and to discuss the 
situation in the Korean peninsula, the Department of Foreign Affairs 

(DFA) said. Malacañang, on the other hand, said the situation in South Korea 
remains normal despite the threats from North Korea, which also called on foreigners 
to leave the peninsula due to an imminent war. “Our information from the DFA is that 
the situation in South Korea has not changed and it’s business as usual,” deputy 
presidential spokesperson Abigail Valte said. Del Rosario postponed his trip to Seoul 
since the Philippine embassy there said they are on top of the situation. But the DFA 
said the situation in North Korea was still being viewed with concern and contingency 
measures were being updated. 

Based on reports, Filipinos in South Korea are also well prepared in case tensions 
escalate following the recent warning from North Korea urging foreigners to leave or 
be at risk in the event of war. There are about 35,000 evacuation sites including 
tunnels, subways and basements all over South Korea. “We still view the 
development in Korea and in the Korean peninsula with great concern. But we also 
reiterate for all stakeholders to exercise sobriety,” DFA spokesman Raul Hernandez 
said. “As of today the situation in South Korea remains calm and normal,” he added. 
The government has identified Pusan, the port city of South Korea, as an exit point 
for Filipinos in case of evacuation. The Filipino communities have also been told of 
the areas where they can converge when an emergency arises and make an exit for 
their safety. The DFA said it has yet to receive information on the reported seven 

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-04-10/kochi/38433188_1_dolphins-and-whales-southern-naval-command-voyage
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Filipinos working with Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) in North Korea last 
year. “We were able to monitor about seven last year connected with NGOs. We still 
have to find out whether they already left or transferred to another country or came 
back,” Hernandez said. 

The DFA also said South Korea continues to assure foreign diplomatic missions that 
it is capable of protecting the country and ensuring the safety of the foreign 
community there. Hernandez said coordination is also being done by the Philippine 
consulate general in Guam in monitoring the situation in the Korean peninsula. “Our 
consulate in Guam also has contingency plan in case there is need to repatriate our 
people there,” Hernandez said. The DFA said there is an estimated 16,000 Filipinos 
in Guam, a US territory. “The coordination in monitoring situation in the Korean 
peninsula is being done and we will only act if there is an imminent threat or attack 
on Guam,” Hernandez said. Del Rosario said the Philippine embassy in Seoul is 
diligently monitoring the developments in the peninsula. He said the Philippines has 
been in close coordination in the last few days with its international partners 
including the US and South Korea. Meanwhile, the DFA said Del Rosario will attend 
the AMM that would prepare for the 22nd ASEAN Summit, which is scheduled April 
24 and 25 in Bandar Seri Begawan. 

Del Rosario is also expected to call for nuclear non-proliferation, ASEAN community 
building efforts, connectivity and other regional and international matters. Foreign 
Affairs Undersecretary for Policy Evan Garcia led the Philippine delegation to the 
ASEAN Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM) in the Brunei capital. Garcia and his fellow 
ASEAN SOM leaders discussed ASEAN’s community building efforts, connectivity 
initiatives, and relations with dialogue partners. They also discussed preparations for 
the AMM and the ASEAN summit, both to be hosted by Brunei, this year’s ASEAN 
chair. The theme for Brunei’s 2013 ASEAN chairmanship, “Our People, Our Future 
Together,” stresses the role of the people in ASEAN member-states in advancing 
cooperation in the areas of political-security, economic and socio-cultural. It also 
asserts that the region’s future is dependent on how the people of ASEAN move and 
work together to ensure progress for the development of the whole region. ASEAN, 
established in 1967, is composed of Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.    

Source: The Philippine Star, 11 April 

Japan Gives Taiwan Rare Concession in East China Sea Dispute 

Japan gave Taiwan an unusual break in a stubborn ocean territorial dispute that also 
involves China. The first-ever concession met with applause in Taipei and a word of 
warning from Beijing. Japan controls the waters, but China and Taiwan both make 
unwavering claims. Taiwan had pushed Japan for expanded fishing rights since 
1996, vying with Tokyo and China for control of a massive stretch of the East China 
Sea believed rich in fisheries and natural gas. The talks between Japan and Taiwan 
reached a breakthrough, when Japan agreed to give Taiwanese fishing boats 
unconditional use of 4,530 more square kilometres of contested ocean. The fisheries 
concession does not affect Japan's four decades of control over the contested sea 
area, which is anchored by eight uninhabited islets. But the move signals that Japan 
wants relatively small Taiwan on its side, not China's. 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2013/04/11/929327/phl-call-asean-action-maritime-security-korean-peninsula


Page 56 of 73 

China has sent planes and allowed destructive mass protests to assert its claim 
since last year, when Japan nationalised the disputed islets it calls the Senkakus. 
Nathan Liu, international affairs professor at Ming Chuan University in Taiwan, says 
Japan was afraid Taiwan would team up with China. 'I think it's because of what 
happened last year, because of the nationalization of the Senkaku islands, and 
China became more aggressive. So Japan worried about the cooperation between 
Taiwan and China. So that's the reason why they compromised a little bit,' he said. 
China's Foreign Ministry spokesman, Hong Lei, urged Japan to follow its pledges to 
recognize only one China and carefully handle issues involving Taiwan. China claims 
sovereignty over Taiwan and forbids its 170 diplomatic allies, including Japan, from 
activity that suggests Taiwan is a separate country. 

Taiwan's relations with China have improved since 2008 despite Beijing's claims of 
sovereignty and Taiwan's continued self-rule; though officials in Taipei say they are 
not allied with Beijing in the maritime dispute. Japan, the world's third largest 
economy, already spars with China, the second largest, on a host of other political 
and historical issues. Japan considers Taiwan a close informal ally, especially during 
heated disputes with China. The fisheries breakthrough was received well in Taiwan, 
where President Ma Ying-jeou has been criticized for doing too little on diplomacy. 
Anna Kao, spokeswoman for the Foreign Ministry in Taipei, says the fisheries deal 
followed Taiwan's efforts to improve ties with Japan. She says Taiwan has been 
gradually pushing for improved relations with Japan and only on that foundation were 
the two sides able to reach consensus on fishing rights. Taiwanese fishing boats 
have historically trawled the disputed waters that are 222 kilometres east of Taipei 
but would be turned away by Japanese coast guard vessels. Local media reported 
that the fishing industry was ecstatic about the rights deal as about 800 vessels 
make their way to the disputed ocean area every year. 

Source: Global Security, 11 April 

French Naval Destroyer FNS Montcalm to Undertake Joint Training 

French Naval destroyer FNS Montcalm will make a five-day port call in Goa from 13 
April and undertake joint training activities with the Indian Navy. Third among seven 
F-70 type Destroyers, FNS Montcalm was commissioned into the French Navy in 
1982 and is designed for anti-submarine warfare. "Among the highlights of her 
mission are training activities planned with the Indian Navy after the port visit," the 
French Embassy said. It will contribute to strengthening the "ever higher degree of 
cooperation" between French and Indian navies since the two countries signed their 
strategic partnership in 1998, the statement said, adding French Ambassador 
Francois Richier will also be present on the occasion. "FNS Montcalm is capable of 
performing all tasks dedicated to escort ships, from crisis prevention to aircraft 
carrier or amphibious battle group protection. Her detection and action capabilities 
are enhanced by her ship borne Lynx helicopter, fitted with its redoubtable Anti-
Submarine Warfare sonar," it said. 

Based in Toulon, FNS Montcalm is part of the French Naval Action Force. Capable 
of being deployed anywhere in the world, the warship operates mainly in the 
Mediterranean Sea and in the Indian Ocean. "Since 2001, she has notably taken part 
in operation Herakles, the French contribution to coalition operations in Afghanistan. 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/news/2013/04/mil-130411-voa02.htm?_m=3n%2E002a%2E777%2Ebu0ao017zf%2Epiu
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In later years, the Destroyer Montcalm has ensured protection and surveillance of 
sea traffic in the Indian Ocean," the release said. In 2011 the destroyer participated 
in civilian protection operations in Libya codenamed as Operation Harmattan. 
Considering the permanent presence of French Navy in Indian Ocean, FNS 
Montcalm has been deployed there since March 2013 under Task Force 150. 
"Calling at Goa after visits at Bahrain and Abu Dhabi, the French Destroyer 
Montcalm will contribute to strengthening the ever higher degree of cooperation 
between French and Indian navies since the two countries signed their strategic 
partnership in 1998," it said. 

Source: The Economic Times, 12 April 

US Ends Iran-Related Sanctions on Three Maritime Firms 

The Obama administration is lifting sanctions it imposed on three companies two 
years ago for helping to ship Iranian oil in violation of US law. The State Department 
said that the sanctions were being dropped because the firms had given assurances 
that they will not again engage in such activity. The companies -- Singapore's Tanker 
Pacific Management, Monaco's SociTtT Anonyme MonTgasque D'Administration 
Maritime Et ATrienne and Liberia's Allvale Maritime Inc. -- had been involved in a 
2010 transaction that provided a tanker worth $8.65 million to Iran's state shipping 
line, a deal that violated the Iran Sanctions Act. The initial announcement of 
sanctions for the tanker transfer was unusual because it targeted an Israeli firm, 
which strenuously denied any involvement. The State Department later dropped 
penalties against that company. 

Source: WGME, 12 April 

New Details about Lockheed's Latest Stealth Drone 

The sea service is looking to field an 
unmanned, stealthy, fighter-size jet 
capable of taking off from aircraft 
carriers and doing everything from 
spying to bombing to conducting air-
to-air refuelling by 2020 under a 
program called Unmanned Carrier 
Launched Surveillance and Strike or 
UCLASS. The US Navy is about to 
give Lockheed along with Boeing, 
General Atomics, and Northrop 
Grumman -- contracts to develop 
prototypes. Lockheed's bid uses 
technology that the company 

developed for its newest stealth planes, such as the RQ-170 Sentinel drone and the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. This is meant to keep costs and development times down. 
Lockheed's aim is to have a first flight by 2017 or 2018, a pretty aggressive schedule 
given the fact that it has taken decades to field the US military's most recent fighter 
jets: the F-35 and the F-22 Raptor. 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-04-12/news/38491392_1_indian-ocean-french-embassy-navy
http://www.wgme.com/template/inews_wire/wires.national/2aedfe8f-www.wgme.com.shtml
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"We're reusing a lot of systems, and software and hardware and technology that we 
have from other places -- F-35, RQ-170 -- and we're integrating those systems [onto 
a new airframe] not inventing them," Ruszkowski said. While the company doesn't 
have an actual prototype yet, it does have a full-scale mock-up sitting in a California 
facility, according to Ruszkowski.  

The new plane's airframe borrows from the design of the RQ-170 and Lockheed's 
older, experimental drones like the Polecat, he said. It will take sensors, software, 
and stealth coatings that are able withstand harsh sea air from the F-35. The plane is 
designed to easily accept new hardware, such as sensors, electronic warfare gear, 
and new software that may not be available when the first jets enter service 

"We've tailored our [design] to meet, not only what we saw as the evolving 
requirements to be, but to have the foundation to grow beyond that," said 
Ruszkowski. What's this mean? "It could start its early operational career with a base 
model, and then you add to it later." So, what kind of gear might the jet is equipped 
with to start? High-powered cameras and radars that will allow it to survey wide 
swaths of the sea and shore to identify targets from beyond the range of an enemy's 
most potent defences.  

The jet will carry some sort of electro-optical/infrared (EO/IR) camera that's capable 
of doing wide area searches and battle damage assessment, "where you want a very, 
very high-resolution image," said Ruszkowski. "A lot of the things this type of aircraft 
might be used to gather intelligence on, might be in situations where you need to be 
further away" from the target in order to stay away from antiaircraft defences. (The 
camera will not be based on Lockheed's Electro-Optical Targeting System, which is 
going on the F-35, he noted.) 

The plane may also carry some sort of powerful surveillance radar -- similar to this 
one -- allowing it to identify targets moving along the sea or land and even to take 
snapshots through clouds using a technique called synthetic-aperture radar imaging. 
While the jet will start its career as a spy plane that's capable of dropping about 
1,000 pounds worth of bombs on targets it finds, it could eventually be used as an 
electronic-warfare platform or as a flying gas station refuelling other Navy jets. 

"I think the first aircraft that will go to early operational capability may only have an 
EO/IR sensor. That's up to the Navy. They might say, ‘Hey, we want to get this thing 
out there, fielded, doing some initial missions and maybe all it needs is an EO/IR 
sensor and the radar comes two or three years later,'" said Ruszkowksi.  

Lockheed has yet to field a jet that can take off and land from an aircraft carrier with 
minimal human involvement -- something that the Navy and Lockheed's rival in the 
UCLASS effort, Northrop Grumman, are working to master right now with a program 
known as UCAS-D, which is meant to pave the way for UCLASS. Ruszkowski says 
he's not too worried about this since Lockheed has conducted simulated landings on 
carriers in rough seas and that it will receive information from the Navy about what it 
learns from UCAS-D. Hopefully, they will get the Sea Ghost's tail-hook design right. 

Source: Foreign Policy, 12 April 

http://killerapps.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2013/04/12/more_details_on_lockheeds_new_stealth_drone
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Indo-French Naval Exercise off Goa Coast on April 17 

India and France will be holding a joint naval 
exercise off the Goa coast on April 17, which 
is mainly aimed at honing the skills of Indian 
Navy in tackling anti-piracy and anti-
submarine operations. "The 30-hour exercise 
would begin on April 17 morning", said 
Commander Guillaume Fontarensky, 
commanding the anti-submarine Destroyer 
'FNS Montcalm', currently docked at Goa's 
Mormugao Port Trust (MPT), before initiating 
exercises with the Indian Navy. The exercise 
is the part of a larger naval drill held annually 
between the French and Indian navies.  

"Such kind of smaller exercises are held to increase the understanding between the 
two navies in between the larger drill", said Fontarensky. "The exercise, scheduled 
off the Goa coast, would hone the skills of Indian Navy in anti-submarine and anti-
piracy operations", the commander said, adding a common procedure would be 
developed by both the navies to fight against submarines of hostile nations. 

He said the details about participation from Indian counterpart would be known only 
after the session. Meanwhile, Francois Richier, French Ambassador in India, told 
reporters that such an exchange was crucial for ensuring safety of the Indian Ocean. 
"The threat can come from anywhere, even from under the sea. This is very 
important for ensuring safety of the Indian Ocean", the Ambassador said, adding the 
threat of piracy in Indian Ocean has diminished to a great extent on the back of 
crackdown on the sea brigands by various navies. "The number of attacks by pirates 
has decreased of late, compared to the past", Richier said. 

Source: The Economic Times, 13 April 

India to Spend $3 Billion for 3 More Talwar-Class Frigates 

Russia is going to get a fresh order of building three more Talwar-class stealth 
frigates for India later this year which is likely to be worth $3 billion. The frigates have 
substantially enhanced Indian Navy’s firepower in the region mainly because of their 
stealth capabilities. Knowledgeable sources told RIR that the Indians have already 
orally conveyed their in-principle decision to Russia to construct three more Talwar-
class frigates.  

A formal contract is likely to be signed after Russia delivers to India the third and 
final Talwar-class stealth frigate INS Trikand, being built at the Yantar shipyard in 
Russia. The delivery is expected in June 2013. The game-changer aspect of the 
Talwar class frigates is its stealth technology and a special hull design. These 
features enable the Talwar class frigates to be extremely useful in a wide range of 
missions like finding and eliminating enemy submarines and large surface ships. The 
Talwar-class frigates are the first Indian Navy warships to have stealth features. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/indo-french-naval-exercise-off-goa-coast-on-april-17/articleshow/19532660.cms
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What the Fresh Deal May Entail 

Sources in the Indian defence 
establishment said the mood is quite upbeat 
about the successful Talwar-class frigates 
experiment and once the current cycle gets 
completed after the delivery of INS Trikand, 
the Indian Navy will take a call on issuing a 
formal order to Russia. The new set of 
frigates will be more technologically 
advanced and each of the next three 
Talwar-class frigates will be equipped with 
BrahMos missiles. The existing Talwar-

class boats and the upcoming INS Trikand are not BrahMos-equipped because they 
were designed before the BrahMos naval variant could be developed. Therefore the 
greatest USP of the upcoming order for three more Talwar-class frigates would be 
that for the first time these frigates will be fitted with BrahMos. “This is the single 
most important reason why the Russians don’t really have to worry whether they are 
going to get this order or not,” a source said on condition of anonymity. 

Likely irritants 

It is a question of when, not if, Russia would 
be getting the fresh order for the Talwar-class 
frigates. The Indians would pitch for inclusion 
of a financial penalties clause for Russian 
failure to meet delivery deadlines. The 
Indians are unhappy that the Russians 
invariably fail to meet the delivery deadlines 
and eventually jack up the prices too. The 
same problem has been witnessed in the 
Talwar-class frigates episode. Though the 

boats are doing well, the delivery deadline was pushed back by one year or so for all 
the vessels. Even INS Trikand was scheduled to be delivered to India by April 2012. 
Russia will have to streamline its procedures and remove recurring problems of 
delays and price hikes. In December 2010, Russian shipbuilding plant Yantar had 
asked Russia's state arms exporter, Rosoboronexport, for an additional $100 million 
to complete construction of the three frigates for the Indian Navy. However, in this 
case it was an internal problem relating to VAT refund and the Russians this time did 
not jack up the already negotiated price. 

Staggered Payment 

Another good thing from the Russian point of 
view is that it would be a government-to-
government dealing wherein floating of global 
tender will not be required. Stung by the Agusta 
Westland VVIP helicopters scandal, the Indian 
Ministry of Defence is likely to stipulate a 
stringent and transparent payment schedule. In 
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the case of Agusta Westland deal, the MoD was flustered when it realized that only 
India stood to lose if it were to scrap the chopper deal because the Italian company 
had been paid more than 50% of the total amount though just about 33% of the work 
had been done. Therefore, the contract for the new deal would focus on staggered 
payments after a mutually agreeable advance payment is made. India had awarded 
a $1.6 billion contract to the Yantar shipyard in 2006 to build three modified Talwar 
class for the Indian Navy. The final trials of INS Trikand have already started in the 
Baltic Sea. Yantar shipyard spokesman Sergei Mikhailov has been quoted in a 
recent RIA Novosti report as saying that INS Trikand was cleared for final state trials 
on April 4, 2013 which should be completed by this month end. The Indian Navy got 
a major fillip to its firepower with the arrival of its latest acquisition INS Tarkash at 
Mumbai on December 27, 2012. Built by the Yantar Shipyard, Kaliningrad, Russia, 
INS Tarkash was second of three project 1135.6 (follow-on Talwar class) ships 
ordered by Indian Navy, the first being INS Teg which joined the fleet in June 2012. 

What Makes Talwar Class Frigates Formidable 

These ships, a modification of Krivak III class Russian frigates, are designed to carry 
and operate one heavy duty early warning helicopter which can provide over-the-
horizon targeting. The Talwar-class frigates can also have the indigenously built 
Dhruv light combat helicopter. The frigate’s efficacy in anti-submarine warfare can be 
gauged by the fact that its RPK-8 rocket system has a firing range from 600 to 4300 
metres and the depth of engagement of up to 1000 metres. Its combat data system 
independently generates combat missions based on situation analysis, determines 
optimal number of missile firings, displays information on the state of ship-borne 
weaponry and transmits data to protection systems. The Talwar-class frigate is 
armed with a new 3M-54 Klub attack anti-ship system with a vertical missile launcher. 
This anti-ship system is an 8.22 meters (27ft) long missile using active radar 
guidance with a range of 220 kilometres. It is a three-stage missile in which the 
terminal stage reaches supersonic velocity (Mach 2.9) when it is approximately 20 
km (12 miles) from its target. 

Source: Russia & India Report, 13 April 

Maritime Security Necessary for Tanzania’s Prosperity 

The sea is a formidable asset for Tanzania. Worldwide, 80% of international trade 
relies on maritime transport. For Tanzania these figures might even be higher and 
the future development of off-shore oil and gas reserves could significantly boost the 
Tanzanian economy. But, the sea is accessible to all. Most with good intentions but 
some seek to exploit it for illegal activity and it takes little imagination to understand 
that the benefits that the sea brings to the people of Tanzania can easily be 
undermined if the sea is not a safe place for business to operate.  Threats to 
maritime security come in many ways and forms, but in the past years the threat of 
piracy has been a particular concern in the Gulf of Aden and the Western Indian 
Ocean. 

Attacks on vessels by Somali pirates became a serious matter in 2008 when there 
were 24 attacks on merchant vessels – with fourteen successfully hijacked for 
ransom. Piracy activity exponentially increased the following year when 173 attacks 

http://indrus.in/economics/2013/04/13/india_to_spend_3_billion_for_3_more_talwar-class_frigates_23773.html
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were registered, with 46 ships hijacked. Attacks reached a peak in 2011 with 176 
attacks but of these only 25 were successful. Since then the number of both attacks 
and successful hijackings has significantly declined. In 2012, only 34 attacks took 
place and only five of those ships were hijacked. So far this year, only two attacks 
have taken place; both of them failed. These figures are indicative of the 
effectiveness of the joint efforts by the international community, regional states and 
private sector operators to respond to the threat of piracy. 

The EU has made a significant contribution through its counter-piracy mission 
Operation ATALANTA which has, since 2009, has used navy warships to protect 
World Food Programme food aid deliveries to Somalia to patrol the sea areas most 
affected by piracy, disrupting pirate action groups and protecting international 
shipping. The EU Naval Force (ATALANTA) has also been working with industrial 
partners and the international community to develop and promote best practices for 
seafarers to make their ships less vulnerable to attacks – these include the use of 
water sprays, barbed wire, safe rooms for the crew and manoeuvring the ship to 
make it difficult for pirate to get aboard. The EU is also working with its partners in 
the region to increase their own capacity to counter the threat of piracy and other 
maritime security risks.  

Though perhaps not as visible as piracy, human trafficking, arms and drugs 
smuggling, illegal fishing and marine pollution are all threats to the region – and if 
unchecked these will directly impact on the future prosperity of Tanzania. The 
continued development of regional capacity for maritime security is essential if 
Tanzania is to ensure the safety of the sea and defeat the threats to legitimate 
business. 

Source: The Citizen, 13 April 

First Scorpene Submarine Would be ready by 2014: French Envoy 

The first of the six Scorpene submarines ordered by the Indian Navy from French 
firm DCNS in 2005, as part of the technology transfer between the two countries, will 
be rolled out by 2014, France's top diplomat in India said. "The first submarine would 
be ready by 2014, heralding an important and strategic tie-up between both the 
nations on the defence front", said Francois Richier, Ambassador of France in India, 
adding the rest of five submarines would be delivered every subsequent year. "Such 
kinds of submarines are important for Indian Navy considering the long coast it has 
to guard", he said. Richier is in Goa to visit French Destroyer 'FNS Montcalm' which 
is here as the part of training exercises with the Indian Navy. The six Scorpenes are 
being constructed at the Mazagon Dockyards Limited (MDL) in Mumbai under 
Project-75 under technology transfer from French firm DCNS.  

The government approval for construction of the six submarines was accorded in 
September 2005 at a total cost of ₹18,798 crore and the contract was signed in 
October that year. The project cost was revised to ₹23,562 crore in February 2010, 
along with revision in delivery schedule. "The induction of Scorpene submarines 
would enhance Indian Navy's capabilities to conduct exercises in the open sea. 
These are the last generation of conventional submarines", a senior French naval 
officer said. Designed for coastal defence against under-water threats, the 1,750-

http://thecitizen.co.tz/editorial-analysis/43-sunday-citizen-opinion-editorial/30510-maritime-security-necessary-for-tanzanias-prosperity
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tonne submarine-submarine-killer (SSK) Scorpene is 67 meters in length and can 
dive to a depth of 300 meters. According to French naval officials, the submarine can 
stay at sea for 45 days with a crew of 31. The standard version has six torpedo tubes 
and anti-shipping missile launchers. 

Source: Zee News, 14 April 

New Russian Submarines to Carry 16 ICBMs 

The Russian Navy’s new Borei-955 
class submarines will each carry 16 
Bulava intercontinental ballistic missiles 
(ICBM). Russian media reported on 
April 13 that original designs called for 
the new submarines to carry 20 ICBMs 
but technicians said the additional 
ICBMs would require extending the hull 
by 10 meters and making other 
modifications that would hamper the 

vessel’s manoeuvrability. News agency Interfax cited an unnamed source in the 
Russian defence industry as saying: “16 missiles are enough to deliver a nuclear 
strike. What is more important is to be able to clandestinely reach an attack position 
and launch missiles on designated targets.” Of the eight planned new Borei 
submarines, only the “Yury Dolgoruky” has been commissioned and the “Aleksandr 
Nevsky,” after delays, is due to be transferred to the fleet next year. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 14 April 

 

Indian Ship Building Set to Recover Lost Glory? 

India’s tryst with American history can be traced back to the role Indian ship building 
played in the creation of the US National Anthem “The Star-Spangled Banner”. The 
lyrics came from “Defence of Fort McHenry”, a poem written in 1814 by Francis Scott 
Key when aboard the Minden, a vessel that was built in India. This vessel, Minden, 
was built of teak by Jamshedji Bomanji Wadia and launched in 1810 from the 
Duncan Docks in Bombay (now Mumbai), India.  

Because of this exquisite ship building facility at that time, Bombay became a 
strategic port for the British colonial undertakings in Asia and Minden providing the 
first and only British ship of the line built out of the limits of the Mother Country until 
then. The Royal Navy came to admire the skill of its architects, for the superiority of 
its timber, and for the excellence of its docks, giving Bombay a distinguished place 
among naval arsenals”. From time immemorial ship building activity in India has 
been known for its splendid quality. Through the ages this industry continued to 
enjoy its heydays even until a century back. In fact, from ancient times India’s 
prowess as a ship builder went unchallenged. 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/first-scorpene-submarine-would-be-ready-by-2014-f_841929.html
http://www.eurasiareview.com/14042013-new-russian-submarines-to-carry-16-icbms/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+eurasiareview%2FVsnE+%28Eurasia+Review%29
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The name Lothal stands out as the oldest Indian known dock in the world that 
existed during the Bronze Age (from 3300 to 1200 BC). The Iron Age (1500 to 500 
BC) saw Rig Veda ships commanding a lot of respect among the contemporary 
seafaring nations. In 326 BC, during the Nanda Period, Alexander the Great 
acquired his large boats that were built in Punjab by a tribe. The dominance of ship 
building activity continued through the ages that in 20 B.C. during the Pandya 
Dynasty Indian ship builders came to be known for their rich knowledge and 
expertise of metallurgy. The bolts used in ship building were of Muntz alloy (60% 
Copper and 40% Zinc) and the workmen were skilful in working with other copper 
alloys such as brass and bronze. Throughout recorded history the world-wide 
recognition for India’s ship building panache was acknowledged and responsible for 
various naval powers to source their requirement of ships from the different 
shipyards of India. The invading forces of the past two millennium which establish 
their empires in the country also did not so much as venture out to establish a 
maritime power which could have benefitted Indian shipping Yet ship building did 
make a big hit as is well known. Amongst the various manufacturing industries, the 
Indian government considers shipbuilding industry to have the highest investment 
and employment multiplier effect says Cdr. S Navaneetha Krishnan of the Indian 
Navy. In his well referred book “Prosperous Nation Building through Shipbuilding”, 
published recently he brings out the resilience and potentiality of the present state of 
the industry.” 

Representing a mere 1.3% of the global ship building share, India’s present strength 
include about 10 government owned ship yards and around 50 in the private sector. 
According to the World Economic Forum’s Global competitiveness Index (GCI) few 
years ago, India continued to score well in indicator related to innovation and 
sophistication of firm operation as well as in the adoption of technologies from 
abroad. However, as a result of the down turn the efforts to reduce the high budget 
deficit remained a big challenge. Considering ship building to be the biggest force 
multiplier for the economy, the Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh has identified 
ship building sector to be the vehicle for creating employment and wealth for the 
country. He said, “Amongst the manufacturing industries the ship building industry 
has been identified to have the highest investment and employment multiplier effect.” 
In the recent national budget the government of India after several years made a 
beginning - giving a minor sop to the ship building industry by exempting ship 
builders from payment of excise duty which is of around 5 per cent.   

Cdr Krishnan states in his book that the Maritime Agenda 2010-2020, the 
government proposes giving a boost to Indian ship building in order to achieve a 
global market share of 5 per cent by 2020. It also aspires to develop a strong 
ancillary base in the country. Additional it plans to generate 2.5 million jobs in ship 
building industry alone and to develop a strong Research and Development facilities 
and design capabilities for commercial ship building. A rewarding exercise to resolve 
various problems could be to involve ship building professionals in the ship building 
policy making. Throw open sourcing of the Indian defence requirements to the Indian 
manufacturers instead the current practice of sourcing most of the naval needs from 
amongst foreign manufacturers. Private sector companies should be involved in 
warship building. 

Source: Maritime Professional, 1 April 

http://www.maritimeprofessional.com/Blogs/Indian-ship-building-set-to-recover-lost-glory/April-2013/Indian-ship-building-set-to-recover-lost-glory-.aspx
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Defence Ministry Expresses Interest in Vizhinjam Project 

In a boost to Kerala's proposed Vizhinjam 
International Container Terminal project, the 
Defence Ministry has expressed interest to 
participate in the project seeking one berth each 
for Navy and Indian Coast Guard, considering 
the port's strategic location. This was stated by 
Minister for Ports K Babu in the Assembly while 
replying to a calling attention to take urgent 

steps to materialise Vizhinjam International Seaport. In response to the request of 
Navy and Coast Guard to have 500 mt and 120 mt berths each for these two 
defence wings of the country, the state government has agreed to provide these 
facilities on cost sharing basis, Babu said. Defence Minister AK Antony and Chief 
Minister Oommen Chandy had already held discussion on it. Defence Ministry Joint 
Secretary has been asked to examine the matter, it was learnt, Babu added. 

Facilities for Navy and Coast Guard would be offered in such a manner that it would 
not in any way affect the commercial activities of the port, Babu said. Amphibious 
brigade of the Army is stationed here and so the Vizhinjam port once completed 
could be used for joint operations of Army and the Navy, he pointed out. 'With the co-
operation and participation of Indian Navy and Coast Guard, Kerala's dream 
Vizhinjam project has reached a new scale', Babu said. On the environment impact 
study report, he said it would be published for public hearing later this month. 
Tenders inviting EPC and to select Port Operator of the project, to be implemented 
on Land Lord Model route, would be made after getting the Environment clearance, 
Babu added. In the master-plan it was proposed to have facility to berth 18,000 TEU 
capacity mother vessels and also there would be a Fish Landing Centre. Referring to 
the steps on land acquisition, he said 42 families, whose land had been acquired, 
have been rehabilitated. 

Source: The New Indian Express, 1 April 

CCEA Approves to "Dissolve" Indo-Iranian Shipping Company 

The joint venture between state-run Shipping 
Corporation and an Iranian company has been 
"dissolved" due to tightening of western sanctions, 
which impacted the company's functioning. "It (JV 
between Shipping Corp and Islamic Republic of 
Iran Shipping Lines) has been dissolved," Minister 
of Information and Broadcasting Manish Tiwari 
told reporters here after a meeting of the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Affairs. Irano Hind 

Shipping Company, which was formed in 1975 by Iran's former Shah Reza Pahlavi 
and the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi as a bond of friendship, will be shut as it 
had failed to get business. India's largest shipping firm, Shipping Corporation of India 
(SCI) owns a 49% stake in the venture, while Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines 
(IRISL) holds the remaining 51%.  

http://newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/article1525972.ece
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The shipping joint venture was among the few international ventures to survive the 
1979 Islamic Revolution and decades of economic and diplomatic pressure from the 
West. Irano Hind was, however, placed under UN sanctions in 2010 as US and its 
western allies pressured Tehran to halt its controversial nuclear programme. This 
was followed by IRISL coming under sanctions for allegedly aiding Iranian nuclear 
programme. The assets of the venture, which includes four crude oil tankers and four 
dry bulk carriers, are likely to be split between its promoters according to their 
shareholding. The decision to wind up Irano Hind Shipping Co was taken in July last 
year. The board of the company in July last year decided to dissolve the company, a 
decision which needed approval of the two governments and the United Nations. 
India is one of the main targets of US attempts to chip away Iran's critical commercial 
lifelines across Asia. New Delhi has been forced to cut oil imports because of 
difficulties in payment as well as shipping of the oil. 

Source: Zee News, 2 April 

Shipping Ministry to Open up Lighthouses to Tourists 

India’s shipping ministry plans to open up lighthouses to 
tourists and has identified 19 such facilities across the 
country that will be developed through public-private 
partnerships. These include the one at Kanhoji Angere, 
which currently has just three ministries of shipping 
employees living there to manage the lighthouse located 
on the island. The Mumbai lighthouse is located on the 
island owned by the Mumbai Port Trust and is named 
after the Shivaji’s Admiral Kanhoji Angere, who was the 

head of Maratha navy. “Lighthouses are as old as civilisation. Lighthouses have 
lights in different colours that can reach up to 35 km,” said A.M. Surej, director 
general, Directorate General of Lighthouses and Lightships. The colours and the 
number of times they flash allow sailors to recognise the location. “For instance, 
Mumbai lighthouse has two flashes in 20 seconds, eight flashes in Chennai and six 
flashes in Gujarat,” Suraj said. Countries such as South Korea, South Africa, the UK 
and the US have also promoted such lighthouse tourism. Suraj said hospitality and 
tourism services will be provided at the sites. Pradeep Kumar Sinha, secretary, 
ministry of shipping, said the Directorate General of Lighthouses and Lightships has 
already carried out a feasibility study for 15 lighthouses. Another four lighthouses are 
proposed to be covered under this project, he said. “The tourism circuits would be 
developed through a transparent bidding process in next six months on a revenue 
share basis,” Sinha said. IL&FS Ltd will be consultant to the programme. Directorate 
General of Lighthouses has 183 lighthouses, 64 radar beacons and 22 deep sea 
buoys under its charge. Milind Deora, minister of state for communications and 
information technology, and shipping, said the objective of developing lighthouses is 
threefold—to conserve heritage, to generate awareness about India’s rich maritime 
history and to raise the interest of the general public in shipping. “This is not just a 
money making drive but will be used to encourage the younger generation to explore 
our culture. We want showcase our legacy,” Deora said. 

Source: Mint, 6 April 

http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/economy/ccea-approves-to-dissolve-indo-iranian-shipping-company_73385.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/bAe04xlfK6OKtBBXpaaAmJ/Shipping-ministry-to-open-up-lighthouses-to-tourists.html
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India Approves Two Iranian Ship Underwriters 

India has approved two Iranian ship underwriters among 
nine new ship insurers who are not part of a global body 
and whose liability cover against risks, including oil spills 
and collisions for foreign ships calling at India’s ports, will 
be accepted by the port authorities. The approval comes 
as India implements new rules, making it mandatory for 
foreign ships entering the country’s ports to hold a valid 
third-party liability cover against maritime claims. Such 
third-party liability risks have to be insured with the 

London-based International Group of Protection and Indemnity Clubs (IG Clubs) or 
such other insurance company authorized by the government, according to the new 
rules that took effect from 20 April last year.  

In December, the maritime regulator had authorized QBE Insurance (Europe) Ltd. 
represented by British Marine, Amlin Corporate Insurance NV represented by 
RaetsMarine Insurance BV, Korea Shipping Association and Korea Shipowners’ 
Mutual Protection and Indemnity Association under the provisions of the Merchant 
Shipping (Regulation of Entry of Ships into Ports, Anchorages and Offshore 
Facilities) Rules 2012. 

In shipping, third-party liabilities arising from operating ships such as oil pollution, 
wreck removal and damage to port property are commonly referred to as protection 
and indemnity (P&I). Globally, such third-party risks are insured with the IG Clubs, a 
13-member group based in London that provides liability cover for about 90% of the 
world’s ocean-going ships, placing a $1 billion limit on individual claims that involve 
pollution damage and wreck removal.  

As the global shipping industry goes through a prolonged downturn, fleet-owners are 
taking cover from non-IG Clubs to cut their operating expenses. The implementation 
of new port entry rules would have posed a problem if non-IG Club firms that insured 
ships calling at India’s ports were not approved by the government. There are other 
reasons for India to approve non-IG Clubs. The European Union has banned the 
purchase, transport, finance and insurance of Iranian oil from 1 July, reacting to its 
nuclear programme. Following the EU ban, IG Clubs have stopped providing third- 
party liability cover to ships hauling Iranian crude oil. 

India, the second-biggest buyer of Iranian crude after China and struggling with the 
fallout of the embargo, has adopted a two-pronged strategy to deal with the EU ban. 
It has allowed state-run oil refiners to buy crude with ships and insurance arranged 
by Teheran on a case-to-case basis. It also asked state-run insurer United India 
Insurance Co. Ltd to provide cover to Indian ships hauling Iran crude for state-run oil 
refiners. Accordingly, in July 2012, United India Insurance launched a $50 million 
third- party liability cover against pollution damage, wreck removal and personal 
injury claims for local ships transporting Iranian crude. The firm also agreed to 
extend a separate $50 million cover for hull and machinery to protect local ships 
against physical damage. 
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Both the strategies have met with limited success mainly because the National 
Iranian Tanker Co. does not have enough ships that are suitable to call at Indian 
ports, while local tanker owners said the United India cover was inadequate for them 
to travel to Iran to lift the crude. Mohammadi Banaei, chief executive officer of Kish 
P&I Club, said that the recent developments, mainly political, have affected the 
shipping business. “This had led to a tendency to form new P&I Clubs, insurance 
companies which could loosen the stranglehold of ship underwriters based in 
Europe,” he said in a phone interview from Iran. 

“Ship insurance business controlled by a group or limited number of nations cannot 
be fair and cannot serve the best interests of the people,” Banaei said. “The IG Clubs 
based in Europe have a political face and have become more of a political business 
rather than give a fair service to the people. They want to control everything; they 
want to control the world. By controlling shipping, they can control the trade.” Kish 
P&I Club can cover ship owners’ liabilities up to $500,000 and has reinsured their 
liabilities above $500,000 up to $1 billion with a consortium of Iranian Insurers 
backed by a sovereign guarantee from the government of Iran, Banaei said. The 
cover can be taken by any ship, not necessarily Iranian that hauls crude oil and 
petrochemical cargo exported by that country. 

Source: Mint, 8 April 

Shipping Corporation to Get Seven Vessels from Irano Hind 

The country's largest ocean carrier Shipping Corporation of India is set to get 
possession of seven ships, owned by Irano Hind Shipping Company, a JV between 
the state-owned firm and an Iranian company that was dissolved by the Cabinet 
earlier this month. The joint venture (JV) between Shipping Corporation of India 
(SCI) and Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) was dissolved by the 
Cabinet on April 2 in the backdrop of tightening of western sanctions, which 
impacted the company's functioning. "SCI will get seven ships which will be 
registered under Indian flag once hand over takes place. The Iranian counterpart 
was keen on breaking the JV following sanctions," a Shipping Ministry official said.  

It has been decided that SCI will take the liability of repaying loans of the JV and in 
turn would get seven vessels, the official said. As per SCI, the loans stood at USD 
88 million. While SCI has 49 per cent stake in Irano Hind Shipping Company (IHSC), 
which was formed in 1975 by Iran's former Shah Reza Pahlavi and the then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi as a bond of friendship, the IRISL holds the remaining 51 per 
cent. The assets of the venture include four crude oil tankers and four dry bulk 
carriers. As per SCI's annual report 2012 during the Iranian year ended 19th March 
2012, the JV earned net profit after tax of Iranian Riyals 430,026 Million (USD 35.08 
million).  

The fleet owned by the JV on the date stood at seven ships with an aggregate of 
0.66 million DWT. "US and European Union authorities in addition to United Nations 
security council, have imposed sanctions, whereby IHSC and its subsidiaries, cannot 
deal in US Dollars or Euros," it said.  

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Zj4wSehxxwyTc5i29I3tYM/India-approves-2-Iranian-ship-underwriters.html
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The annual report added that protection and indemnity insurance cover was not 
available from the insurance companies which are dealing in US dollars / Euros. 
"The IHSC and group companies have been given 'notice of acceleration' by two 
bankers (DVB Bank and Commerce bank) requiring repayment of all term loans 
(approx. USD 88 Million) along with pending interest immediately," it added. Irano 
Hind was placed under UN sanctions in 2010 as US and its western allies pressured 
Tehran to halt its controversial nuclear programme while IRISL later came under 
sanctions for allegedly aiding Iranian nuclear programme. 

Source: The Economic Times, 9 April 

Global Marine Trends 2030 

Report issued at events in Singapore 
and London indicates strong growth for 
the maritime sector in the years up to 
2030 and an even bigger role for China 
in the maritime world, as seaborne trade 
increases from 9 billion tonnes annually 
to between 19-24 billion tonnes. Lloyd’s 
Register, Qinetiq and Strathclyde 
University released Global Marine 
Trends 2030, a report based on two 
years of research into the future of the 
maritime industries. The report indicates 

that 2030 could usher in a world where China would own a quarter of the merchant 
fleet. Almost half of offshore oil is taken from the deepest waters and there are 100 
times as many offshore wind platforms. The tanker fleet grows the slowest of all the 
major ship-types and the number of containerships with a capacity that exceed 7,600 
teu grows three times faster than those below that threshold. These are just some 
highlights in a vast report with insight into all key areas related to maritime. The GMT 
2030 team used three scenarios to model the future. These scenarios, using three 
key drivers – population growth, economic development and demand for resources – 
describe what maritime trade, sea power and the offshore energy sectors could look 
like in 2030. 

The three scenarios are: 

Status Quo – The world will continue its current growth momentum with some 
booms and busts over the next twenty years. 

Global Commons – A shift to concern over resource limitation and environmental 
degradation will see a desire for a more sustainable world being developed and 
fairness in wealth distribution. Governments will find common ground and 
accelerated economic growth, within a framework of sustainable development, which 
will follow. 

Competing Nations – States act in their own national interest. There will be little 
effort to forge agreement amongst governments for sustainable development and 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/transportation/shipping-/-transport/shipping-corporation-to-get-seven-vessels-from-irano-hind/articleshow/19460594.cms
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international norms. This is a self-interest and zero-sum world with a likely rise in 
protectionism and slower economic growth. 

Richard Sadler, Lloyd’s Register’s CEO, said: “What is striking is that even in the 
most negative of the scenarios envisaged, maritime growth is strong.” “For anyone 
looking for a future in an important sector, they have to consider maritime: whether 
for employment, investment or an understanding that without seaborne trade, 
offshore energy and naval power, the geopolitics of tomorrow will be highly fragile 
and quality of life precarious. The sea and its industries are vital for our global 
future.” The report team also included disruptive factors that could radically alter the 
likelihood of the scenario results. But, barring cataclysmic change, the China factor 
will still be the big story in 2030. China, consuming three times-as-much oil as it does 
today and 60% of the world’s coal, will be the marketplace for maritime trade. The 
United States will, however, be the biggest consumer of natural gas and the report 
indicates, in a substantial section on naval power, that American military power on 
the oceans will remain pre-eminent. For details please read www.lr.org/gmt2030. 

Source: Marine Insight, 9 April 

 

Climate Change Expanding Antarctica’s Sea Ice 

Climate change is expanding Antarctica’s sea 
ice; BBC News reported citing a scientific 
study in the journal Nature Geoscience. The 
paradoxical phenomenon is thought to be 
caused by relatively cold plumes of fresh 
water derived from melting beneath the 
Antarctic ice shelves. This melt water has a 
relatively low density, so it accumulates in the 
top layer of the ocean. The cool surface 

waters then re-freeze more easily during autumn and winter. This explains the 
observed peak in sea ice during these seasons, a team from the Royal Netherlands 
Meteorological Institute (KNMI) in De Bilt says in its peer-reviewed paper. Climate 
scientists have been intrigued by observations that Antarctic sea ice shows a small 
but statistically significant expansion of about 1.9% per decade since 1985, while 
sea ice in the Arctic has been shrinking over past decades. The researchers from the 
KNMI suggest the “negative feedback” effect outlined in their study is expected to 
continue into the future. They tried to reproduce the observed changes in a 
computer-based climate model. The sea ice expanded during Southern Hemisphere 
autumn and winter in response to the development of this fresh, cool surface layer, 
which floated on the denser, warmer salty sea water below. 

This fresh water is ultimately derived from enhanced melting at the base of the 
Antarctic ice shelves. “Sea ice around Antarctica is increasing despite the warming 
global climate,” said the study’s lead author Richard Bintanja, from the KNMI. “This is 
caused by melting of the ice sheets from below.” But there are other plausible 
explanations for Antarctic sea-ice expansion. Paul Holland of the British Antarctic 

http://www.lr.org/gmt2030
http://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/global-marine-trends-2030-three-scenarios-shaping-the-future-of-the-worlds-maritime-industries/
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Survey (BAS) stuck to his findings last year that a shift in winds linked to climate 
change was blowing ice away from the coast, allowing exposed water in some areas 
to freeze and make yet more ice. “The possibility remains that the real increase is 
the sum of wind-driven and melt water-driven effects, of course. That would be my 
best guess, with the melt water effect being the smaller of the two,” he told the 
London Science Media Centre. The study in Nature Geoscience also asserts that the 
cool melt water layer may limit the amount of water sucked from the oceans that falls 
as snow on Antarctica. Cold air can hold less moisture than warm air. 

Source: Eurasia Review, 1 April 

It's India vs. China for 'Observer Status' at Arctic Council 

India and China, both looking for new sources of energy, are competing for "observer 
status" at the Arctic Council. A decision will be made at the ministerial meeting of the 
Council in Sweden on May 15, and New Delhi is lobbying hard. The Arctic Council 
comprises the US, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia and Sweden. 
India has already conveyed its interest to Canada, Russia and the US at the highest 
level, and President Pranab Mukherjee and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh are 
expected to raise the issue with visiting Iceland President Olafur Ragnar Grimsson at 
meetings. External affairs minister Salman Khurshid is set to meet Grimsson 
tomorrow and initiate lobbying. Sources said environmental experts will make a case 
for India's effort to build scientific linkages. Grimsson, who is in India from March 31 
to April 6, visited the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology in Dehradun. He is also 
expected to visit the TERI University. Moving the first formal proposal last November, 
New Delhi expressed interest in conducting scientific research and environmental 
studies. This apparently found acceptability among some Arctic Council members. 

On the other hand, many members have expressed reservations on China, taking 
into consideration Beijing's hunger for unexploited mineral resources. Moreover, 
there is Norway's discomfiture with China, ever since jailed writer Liu Xiaobo was 
awarded the Nobel peace prize. It is learnt that the European Union, Japan, South 
Korea, Singapore and Italy are also keen to become observers at the Council. 
Experts said the melting of the Arctic sea ice offers opportunities in the form of new 
oil and gas deposits, unexploited marine living resources and shorter shipping routes 
connecting the Pacific and the Atlantic Oceans. But there are also some challenges 
due to the adversarial impact of the melting ice on the livelihoods of the people in the 
Arctic, disturbance in the delicate marine biodiversity of the region and the shrinking 
of the permafrost that would release large volumes of greenhouse gases which could 
further aggravate global warming. 

Source: The Indian Express, 3 April 

China Focus: Coastal Cities Fall Victim of Maritime Pollution 

China's coastal areas are suffering from maritime pollution as scenic spots and local 
environments become increasingly threatened. Almost sixty tonnes of garbage 
ending up onshore at Silver Beach, dubbed China's No.1 beach, in the southern 
coastal city of Beihai in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. Alongside natural 
waste such as seashells, seaweed and dead crabs, rubbish dotted the site, turning 

http://networkedblogs.com/JQof2
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/its-india-vs-china-for-observer-status-at-arctic-council/1096851/0
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Silver Beach into a land of garbage. Plastic bags, beer bottles, shattered glass and 
bamboo sticks used for barbecues were seen piled up in the middle and eastern 
areas of the beach, thanks to south-western monsoons. But the 60 tonnes of rubbish 
is just part of a broader picture. 

Last year alone, an estimated 1,800 tonnes of garbage was found on the beach, 
according to Yin Fengzhang, environment management director with the 
Management Office of Beihai Silver Beach Tourist Area. Beihai, however, is the 
epitome of many Chinese coastal cities struggling with maritime pollution, said Chen 
Changrong, director of the Policy, Regulation and Planning Section of Beihai's 
Oceanic Administration Bureau, who boasts 25 years of experience on maritime 
issues. He said that Beihai is located in the Beibu Gulf area, where large-scale 
industries are still in their starting phase, and the maritime pollution the city faces is 
not the worst among China's coastal cities. The country's 2012 report on maritime 
environment quality shows that floating chunks of rubbish on supervised waters off 
the country's coastal cities averaged 17 pieces per kilometre in 2011, and the 
number more than doubled to 37 in 2012. Meanwhile, the national average beach 
garbage density of coastal cities was 1,114 kg per square kilometre in 2011, and 
jumped to 2,494 kg per square kilometre last year. 

GARBAGE FROM HUMAN SOCIETY 

According to China's 2012 report on maritime environment quality, 87% of garbage 
floating on the surface of the sea was a result of human behaviour, and the rate 
reaches 94% when it comes to beaches. Experts note that an obvious source of the 
garbage is tourists, who often leave litter, such as plastic bags, bottles and snack-
boxes at tourist destinations by the sea. On Silver Beach, for instance, tourists can 
be seen throwing napkins away, largely ignoring the garbage bins available. A local 
trader at Silver Beach surnamed Su said that even during slack seasons, the beach 
is filled with rubbish from tourists. Meanwhile, rain and rivers inevitably help carry 
garbage into oceans, contributing to the increasing elements of nitrogen and 
phosphorus in the waters. This results in the growing number of seaweed, which 
adds an extra burden to the management of tourist sites once it arrives onshore due 
to monsoons. "In the past few years, Silver Beach turned into a big 'Green Beach' 
several times due to seaweed," said Yin Fengzhang. Another source of pollution is 
garbage from local residents, hotels in coastal areas and ships operating on the sea 
waters, said Peng Zaiqing, director with Beihai's maritime management bureau. 

CURBING POLLUTION 

Maritime garbage poses potential threats to sailing, damages seaside views and 
casts a negative impact on the marine eco-system, said Peng. "Maritime garbage is 
constantly on the move, and is therefore likely to be spread around the world, which 
is why there is an urgent need for it to be curbed and treated," he said. Peng 
suggested that government bodies enhance public awareness of marine 
environment protection, calling on radio and television to promote environmentally-
friendly behaviour among the public. "The State Oceanic Administration Bureau 
should publicize the maritime environment quality report on a regular basis so that 
the public realize the seriousness of marine pollution," he added. Another piece of 
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advice from Peng involves raising the awareness of residents living on ships, as 
some litter on a daily basis at harbours, which directly pollutes waters.  

"For instance, having garbage bins along harbours and putting up posters to educate 
fishermen about the importance of protecting the marine environment can be quite 
efficient," he said. The bureau director said that marine pollution treatment is a 
complicated and tough task, which will require joint work of various departments. 
Peng suggested setting up a garbage-treating mechanism where various 
departments, cities or even provinces work together in supervising industries along 
inland rivers so that rubbish can be curbed at its source. Xu Haiou, president of a 
volunteer organization for environmental protection in Beihai, said govt. bodies could 
work with organizations such as his and call on the public to clean up the garbage, 
which will help them understand the difficulties of the task coastal areas face. 

Source: Xinhua, 12 April 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/indepth/2013-04/12/c_132304035.htm

